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L— GEOGRAPHY,  CLIMATE  AND  HISTORY. 

Geography. 

The  Nyasaland  Protectorate  consists  of  a  strip  of  land  some 
520  miles  in  length  and  varying  from  50  to  100  miles  in  width, 
bounded  on  the  east  by  Lake  Nyasa,  on  the  south  by 
Portuguese  East  Africa,  on  the  west  by  North-Eastern 
Rhodesia  and  on  the  north  by  the  Tanganyika  Territory.  It 
lies  approximately  between  g°  45'  and  17 0  16'  south  latitude  and 
330  and  36°  east  longitude  and  is  roughly  37,000  square  miles  in 
area  or  nearly  three-quarters  the  area  of  England.  The  most 
southerly  portion  is  approximately  130  miles  from  the  sea. 
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The  Protectorate  falls  naturally  into  two  divisions  consisting 
of :  — 

(1)  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Nyasa,  with  the  high 
tablelands  separating  it  from  the  basin  of  the  Luangwa 
River  in  Northern  Rhodesia,  and 

(2)  the  region  between  the  watershed  of  the  Zambezi 
River  and  the  Shire  River  on  the  west  and  the  Lakes  Chiuta 
and  Chilwa  and  the  Ruo  River,  an  affluent  of  the  Shire, 
on  the  east,  including  the  mountain  systems  of  the  Shire 
Highlands  and  Mlanje  and  a  small  portion,  also 
mountainous,  of  the  south-eastern  coast  of  Lake  Nyasa. 

Lake  Nyasa,  the  third  largest  lake  in  Africa,  is  a  deep  basin 
360  miles  long  and  from  10  to  50  miles  wide,  lying  at  an 
altitude  of  1,555  feef  above  the  sea.  Its  greatest  depth  is  386 
fathoms. 

The  only  river  of  any  importance  in  Nyasaland  is  the  Shire 
which  issues  from  the  south  end  of  the  lake  and  flows  in  a 
general  southerly  direction  until  it  joins  the  Zambezi,  a  distance 
of  250  miles.  The  river  takes  the  overflow  from  the  lake  and 
during  the  rains  it  is  navigable  in  its  lower  portion  from  the 
Zambezi  to  Chiromo. 

The  chief  towns  are  Blantyre,  with  about  250  European  in¬ 
habitants,  Limbe,  near  Blant}/re,  and  Zomba,  the  seat  of  the 
Government. 

Climate. 

Climatic  conditions  in  Nyasaland  are  similar  to  those  in  other 
East  African  territories. 

A  marked  contrast  exists  between  the  equable  and  healthy 
climate  of  the  highlands,  where  at  an  altitude  of  3,000  feet  or 
more  extreme  heat  is  rarely  experienced,  and  the  heat  of  the 
Shire  valley  where  temperatures  rising  to  115°  Fahrenheit  are 
recorded  in  October  and  November.  The  lake  shore  also 
possesses  its  own  climate;  the  temperature  seldom  rises  above 
ioo°  but  the  proximity  of  the  lake  and  a  generally  heavy  rain¬ 
fall  create  a  humid  atmosphere  which  is  particularly  trying.  The 
monsoon  begins  to  blow  strongly  in  September  in  conjunction 
with  the  sun's  increase  in  southern  declination  and  the  first  rains 
may  be  expected  at  any  time  after  mid-October.  From  their 
beginning  to  the  end  of  December  it  is  usual  to  experience  violent 
thunderstorms  and  heavy  precipitations  in  a  few  hours,  followed 
by  an  interval  varying  from  one  to  fifteen  or  twenty  days  of 
considerable  heat.  With  the  return  of  the  sun  from  its  southern 
limit  of  declination  the  thunderstorms  diminish  in  intensity  and 
frequency  and  are  replaced  by  steady  rain — January,  February 
and  March  being  usually  the  wettest  months  both  as  regards  the 
duration  and  the  actual  amount  of  rainfall.  After  March  the 
frequency  and  intensity  of  the  rainfall  diminishes  rapidly  and 
from  May  to  September  the  climate  is  comparatively  cool  and 
drv. 
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History. 

Very  little  is  known  of  the  history  of  the  region  now  called 
Nyasaland  before  the  middle  of  the  past  century.  Jasper 
Bocarro,  a  Portuguese,  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  European 
to  visit  Nyasaland.  He  appears  to  have  travelled,  early  in 
the  17th  century,  from  the  Zambezi  to  the  confluence  of  the 
Ruo  and  Shire  Rivers  and  thence  via  the  Shire  Highlands  and 
the  Lujenda  River  to  the  coast  at  Mikandani. 

The  modern  history  of  Nyasaland  begins  with  the  advent  of 
Dr.  Livingstone,  who,  after  experiencing  considerable  difficulty 
in  ascending  the  River  Shire,  discovered  Lakes  Chilwa  and 
Pamalombe  and  on  the  16th  of  September,  1859,  reached  the 
southern  shore  of  Lake  Nyasa.  Livingstone  was  closely  followed 
by  a  Mission  under  Bishop  Mackenzie,  sent  out  by  the 
Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge.  The  Mission  settled  in 
the  Shire  Highlands  but  on  account  of  the  loss  of  many  of  its 
members  by  sickness  and  otherwise  it  withdrew  in  1862.  It 
was  re-established  in  1881  on  Lake  Nyasa,  with  headquarters 
on  the  island  of  Likoma,  where  it  still  remains. 

In  1874  the  Livingstonia  Mission,  named  in  honour  of  the 
great  explorer,  was  founded  by  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  and 
sent  out  its  first  party  to  Nyasaland  in  the  following  year.  They 
were  joined  in  1876  by  the  pioneers  of  the  Church  of  Scotland 
Mission  who  chose  the  site  of  the  present  town  of  Blantyre  and 
established  themselves  in  the  Shire  Highlands  while  the  Free 
Church  applied  itself  to  the  evangelization  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  shores  of  Lake  Nyasa. 

The  Missions  were  followed  by  the  African  Lakes  Corporation 
and  in  1883  Captain  Foote,  R.N.,  was  appointed  first  British 
Consul  for  the  territories  north  of  the  Zambezi,  to  reside  at 
Blantyre. 

A  serious  danger  had  arisen  in  connection  with  Arab  slave 
traders  who  had  settled  at  the  north  end  of  Lake  Nyasa.  At 
the  time  of  Livingstone’s  first  visit  he  found  the  Arabs  established 
in  a  few  places  on  what  is  now  the  Portuguese  shore  of  the  Lake 
and  at  Kota  Kota  on  the  west  side.  Arab  caravans,  trading  with 
the  tribes  in  and  beyond  the  valley  of  the  Luangwa,  were  in 
the  habit  of  crossing  the  Lake  on  their  way  to  and  from  the  sea 
coast.  The  opposition  of  the  newcomers  to  the  slave  trade 
carried  on  by  Arab  coastmen  and  natives  alike  resulted  in  a 
conflict  with  the  Arab  traders  who  had  settled  at  the  north  end 
of  Lake  Nyasa  under  Mlozi  and  this  conflict  spread  to  the  Yao 
Chiefs  under  their  influence. 

In  the  summer  of  1889  Mr.  Johnston  (afterwards  Sir  H.  H. 
Johnston,  G.C.M.G.,  K.C.B.),  arrived  at  Mozambique  as  His 
Britannic  Majesty’s  Consul  and  proceeded  to  travel  in  the  in¬ 
terior  to  enquire  into  the  trouble  with  the  Arabs. 
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Treaties  having  been  concluded  with  the  remaining  Makololo 
Chiefs  and  with  the  Yaos  around  Blantyre,  Mr.  Johnston  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  Lake  Nyasa  leaving  in  charge  Mr.  John  Buchanan, 
Acting  Consul,  who,  after  receiving  news  of  a  conflict  between 
a  well-armed  Portuguese  expedition  commanded  by  Major  Serpa 
Pinto  and  Mlauri,  a  powerful  Makololo  Chief  on  the  Lower 
Shire,  proclaimed  a  British  Protectorate  over  the  Shire  province 
on  the  21st  of  September,  1889. 

In  1891,  an  Anglo-Portuguese  Convention  ratified  the  work 
of  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Sharpe  (later  Sir  A.  Sharpe,  K.C.M.G., 
C.B.),  and  other  pioneers  of  British  Central  Africa  and  in  the 
following  spring  a  British  Protectorate  over  the  countries  ad¬ 
joining  Lake  Nyasa  was  proclaimed.  The  Protectorate  of  Nyasa¬ 
land,  under  the  administration  of  a  Commissioner,  was  confined 
to  the  regions  adjoining  the  Shire  and  Lake  Nyasa,  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  territory  under  British  influence  north  of  the 
Zambezi  being  placed,  subject  to  certain  conditions,  under  the 
British  South  Africa  Company. 

On  the  22nd  of  February,  1893,  the  name  of  the  Protectorate 
was  changed  to  “  The  British  Central  Africa  Protectorate  ”  but 
the  old  name  <c  Nyasaland  Protectorate  ”  was  revived  in 
October,  1907,  by  the  Order  in  Council  which  amended  the 
Constitution. 


II.— GOVERNMENT. 

The  Central  Government. 

The  Protectorate  is  administered  by  the  Governor,  assisted  by 
an  Executive  Council  composed  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  the 
Treasurer  and  the  Attorney-General  ex-officio  and  at  present 
the  Senior  Provincial  Commissioner.  The  laws  of  the  Protec¬ 
torate  are  made  by  the  Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Legislative  Council  constituted  by  the  Nyasaland  Order  * 
in  Council,  1907.  The  Legislative  Council  consists  of  the 
Governor,  four  officials  members  including  the  three  ex-officio 
members  of  the  Executive  Council  and  four  unofficial  members. 
The  unofficial  members  who  are  nominated  by  the  Governor 
without  regard  to  any  specific  representation  are  selected  as 
being  those  most  likely  to  be  of  assistance  to  the  Governor  in 
the  discharge  of  his  responsibilities  and  hold  office  for  a  period 
of  three  years.  In  addition  to  indirect  representations  by  at 
least  one  of  the  unofficial  members,  who  for  many  yearn  has  been 
selected  from  one  of  the  Missionary  Societies,  native  interests 
are  directly  in  the  hands  of  the  Senior  Provincial  Commissioner, 
the  Chief  Secretary  and  the  Governor  himself. 

Departments  of  Government. 

The  principal  departments  of  Government  whose  headquarters 
are  in  Zomba  are  those  dealing  with  Finance,  Legal  Affairs, 
Medical  and  Sanitary  Services,  Agriculture,  Public  Works, 
45472  A  3 
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Education,  Police,  Prisons  and  Lunatic  Asylum,  Geological 
Survey,  Veterinary  Services,  Forests,  Mechanical  Transport  and 
Posts  and  Telegraphs.  The  High  Court  and  Lands  Office,  in¬ 
cluding  Surveys  and  Mines,  are  in  Blantyre  and  the  headquarters 
of  the  Customs  Department  is  at  Limbe. 

Provincial  Administration. 

For  administrative  purposes  the  Protectorate  is  divided  into 
two  provinces  each  of  which  is  in  charge  of  a  Provincial  Com¬ 
missioner  responsible  to  the  Governor  for  the  administration  of 
his  province.  The  provinces  are  divided  into  districts  in  charge 
of  District  Commissioners  responsible  to  the  Provincial  Commis¬ 
sioner.  The  provinces  of  the  Protectorate  are  as  follows:  — 


Province. 

Comprising  Districts. 

Land 

Area. 

Square 

miles. 

Population. 

Head¬ 

quarters. 

Southern 

Lower  Shire,  Chikwawa, 
Central  Shire,  Cholo, 
Mlanje,  Blantyre,  Chirad- 
zulu,  Zomba,  Upper  Shire, 
South  Nyasa. 

12,114 

791,113: 

Blantyre 

Northern 

Ncheu,  Dedza,  Fort  Man¬ 
ning,  Lilongwe,  Dowa, 
Kota  Kota,  Kasungu, 
Mzimba,  West  Nyasa, 
North  Nyasa. 

25,260 

831,815 

Lilongwe 

III.— POPULATION. 

Nyasaland  has  a  population  of  1,838  Europeans,  1,558 
Asiatics,  and  1,619,530  natives,  divided  between  the  two 
provinces  in  the  following  proportions :  — 

Europeans.  Asiatics.  Natives. 

Males.  Females.  Males.  Females.  Males.  Females . 

Southern  Province  806  606  1,020  304  380,557  407,818 

Northern  Province  262  164  207  27  374,468  456,687 

The  following  table  records  the  births  and  deaths  of  Europeans 
and  Asiatics  during  the  past  three  years :  — 

1934 •  "  1935-  1936. 

Births.  Deaths.  Births.  Deaths.  Births.  Deaths. 
Europeans  ...  40  13  44  11  35  18 

Asiatics  ...  48  16  63  16  71  18 

Although  Europeans  are  resident  in  every  district  of  the  Pro¬ 
tectorate,  76  per  cent,  of  the  European  population  is  contained 


in  the  following  five  districts :  — 

Blantyre  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 1 

Zomba  ...  ...  ...  ...  286 

Cholo  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

Mlanje  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Lilongwe  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 
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The  native  population  is  also  very  unevenly  distributed.  For 
instance,  in  the  Southern  Province  the  number  of  persons  to  the 
square  mile  varies  from  557  on  fertile  land  near  the  townships 
to  13*9  in  the  arid  areas  of  the  Shire  Valley  away  from  the 
river. 

Marriages . — Eight  marriages  were  registered  under  the 
British  Central  Africa  Marriage  Ordinance  No.  3  of  1902  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  19  in  the  preceding  year.  In  seven 
cases  the  contracting  parties  were  Europeans  and  in  one  case 
natives. 

Under  the  Native  Marriage  (Christian  Rites)  Registration 
Ordinance,  1923,  3,467  marriages  were  celebrated  compared 
with  3,269  in  the  preceding  year. 

IV.— HEALTH. 

The  medical  staff  consists  of  a  Director  of  Medical  Services, 
a  Senior  Health  Officer,  a  Senior  Medical  Officer,  a  Pathologist, 
a  Medical  Entomologist  and  14  Medical  Officers.  The  nursing 
personnel  comprises  a  Matron  and  10  Nursing  Sisters. 

In  addition  to  the  European  Officers  there  are  9  Sub- 
Assistant  Surgeons,  17  African  Hospital  Assistants  and  170 
African  Dispensers. 

Two  European  Sanitary  Superintendents,  16  African  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  44  Vaccinators  and  a  varying  number  of  sanitary 
labourers  are  employed  chiefly  in  the  townships  of  Zomba, 
Blantrye  and  Limbe. 

The  European  Community. 

The  majority  of  Europeans  live  in  the  healthy  highlands  and 
this  fact  and  the  influence  of  space,  sunlight  and  the  precautions 
which  every  intelligent  person  normally  takes  in  the  tropics, 
combine  to  produce  a  healthy  community. 

Medical  attention  to  Europeans  and  hospital  accommodation 
for  them  is  provided  chiefly  by  Government,  but  in  part  also  by 
some  of  the  Missions  whose  staffs  include  doctors  who  practise 
privately.  There  are  Government  hospitals  at  Zomba  and 
Blantyre  which  admit  both  official  and  non-official  Europeans, 
the  patients  at  Blantyre  being  chiefly  non-officials. 

Hospital  admissions  during  1936  numbered  161  of  which  79 
were  at  Zomba  and  82  at  Blantyre.  The  most  frequent  causes 
of  admission  were  malaria  26,  amoebic  dysentery  25  and  con¬ 
finements  14.  Out-patients  numbered  940  at  Zomba  and  289 
at  Blantyre. 


The  Asiatic  Community. 

Government  subsidizes  a  ward  for  the  treatment  of  Asiatics 
at  the  Church  of  Scotland  Mission,  Blantyre,  and  in  most  of  the 
native  hospitals  throughout  the  country  it  is  possible  to  provide 
some  accommodation  for  Asiatics. 
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The  Asiatic  community  has  also  contributed  towards  the  cost 
of  accommodation  at  other  Mission  hospitals  in  the  Protectorate. 

The  African  Community. 

There  are  15  native  hospitals  in  the  country,  one  of  100  beds, 
six  of  50  and  eight  of  30.  Three  of  the  larger  dispensaries  have 
small  wards  attached  to  which  patients  are  admitted.  The  total 
number  of  cases  treated  at  the  hospitals  and  main  dispensaries 
during  1936  was:  — 

New  in-patients  ...  ...  9,757 

Out-patients  ...  ...  ...  435,489 

In  addition  to  the  hospitals  there  are  94  dispensaries  dis¬ 
tributed  throughout  the  country,  inclusive  of  those  with  wards 
attached.  Most  of  them  are  well  constructed  buildings  of  brick 
and  iron  but  there  are  still  a  number  of  temporary  wattle-and- 
daub  buildings.  More  dispensaries  are  badly  needed  in  some 
of  the  districts. 

The  rural  dispensaries  during  1936  treated  301,738  new  cases, 
181,880  males,  and  119,858  females. 

The  total  number  of  cases  treated  at  Government  hospitals 
and  dispensaries  is  a  formidable  one  but  roughly  70  per  cent,  of 
the  total  is  dealt  with  at  the  dispensaries,  which  treat  only  minor 
ailments.  The  majority  of  the  natives  suffer  from  either  schisto¬ 
somiasis,  ankylostomiasis,  or  malaria  and  sometimes  from  all 
three,  but  comparatively  seldom  receive  any  in-patient  treatment 
because  the  hospital  of  any  particular  district  serves  for  the  most 
part  of  the  population  in  its  immediate  vicinity  only  and  the  rural 
dispensers  have  insufficient  knowledge  either  to  diagnose  or 
properly  to  treat  these  complaints. 

Though  the  standard  of  knowledge  and  ability  of  the  rural 
dispensers  is  slowly  improving,  efficient  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  the  three  diseases  named  can  alone  have  but  little  effect  on 
the  incidence  of  these  diseases.  It  is  education  in  the  elements 
of  hygiene  and  sanitation  that  the  native  needs,  not  doses  of 
medicine. 

There  are  encouraging  signs  that  Native  Authorities  are  taking 
a  real  and  effective  interest  in  village  sanitation.  Many  of  them 
have  made  great  improvements  in  the  villages  under  their 
control  and  welcome  the  efforts  that  are  being  made  to  instruct 
the  villagers  in  the  elements  of  hygiene  and  sanitation. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Venereal  disease  is  not  prevalent  in  Nyasaland  though  cases 
are  reported  from  time  to  time  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  It 
is  perhaps  commonest  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  townships 
and  in  the  northern  districts  from  which  most  of  the  emigrant 
labour  is  derived.  The  Public  Health  Ordinance  includes  clauses 
providing  for  the  compulsory  treatment  of  venereal  disease  but 
they  are  of  little  practical  value  for  on  the  one  hand  the  penalties 
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can  seldom  be  enforced  and  on  the  other  a  large  majority  of 
the  reported  cases  are  those  who  have  voluntarily  submitted  to 
treatment. 

The  natives  have  their  own  so-called  cures  and  are  averse  to 
the  long-continued  attendance  at  hospitals  which  European 
treatment  involves.  The  medical  department  relies  on  propa¬ 
ganda  and  instruction  by  means  of  pamphlets  and  lectures  to 
bring  to  the  natives  a  realization  of  the  serious  nature  of  venereal 
disease. 

Special  venereal  disease  clinics  have  been  inaugurated  and 
most  of  the  hospitals  have  one  special  ward  for  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  cases. 

Woman  and  Child- Welfare. 

The  chief  hindrance  to  progress  in  woman  and  child-welfare 
work  is  lack  of  education  amongst  the  women.  The  effects  of 
this  are  primitive  obstetrics  and  barbarious  methods  of 
infant-feeding  and  also  great  difficulty  in  teaching  the  women 
other  methods.  For  the  most  part  it  is  only  the  older  women 
and  widows  who  are  prepared  to  undertake  a  course  in  obstetrics 
and  child-welfare  work  and  it  is  of  course  the  older  women 
who  are  in  general  the  least  educable. 

Government  has  recently  instituted  a  register  for  native  mid¬ 
wives  and  issues  certificates.  A  syllabus  of  training  has  been 
laid  down  and  the  Church  of  Scotland  Mission  at  Blantyre  has 
already  produced  a  number  of  competent  native  midwives. 

Mission  Medical  Work. 

The  Missions  have  between  them  twenty-six  hospitals  at  which 
general  medical  work  is  carried  on.  They  are  chiefly  concerned 
with  the  treatment  of  leprosy  and  with  woman  and  child-welfare 
work,  for  both  of  which  they  receive  subsidies  from  Govern¬ 
ment.  The  Church  of  Scotland  Mission  at  Blantyre  provides  a 
course  of  training  for  African  hospital  assistants  and  the 
majority  of  assistants  in  Government  employment  are  obtained 
from  this  source. 


Lunatic  Asylum. 

There  is  one  lunatic  asylum  in  the  Protectorate  and  this  is 
situated  at  Zomba.  The  European  staff  consists  of  one  Super¬ 
intendent  and  one  Deputy  Superintendent.  These  officers  also 
hold  appointments '  in  the  Prisons  Department.  The  African 
staff  includes  both  male  and  female  attendants.  The  Chief 
Inspector  of  Prisons  is  also  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Asylum. 

There  is  accommodation  for  one  European,  one  Asiatic  and 
87  African  males.  The  African  male  accommodation  consists 
of  58  single  cells  and  one  association  ward,  the  last-mentioned 
being  capable  of  holding  ten  inmates.  In  addition  there  is  one 
observation  ward  with  nine  single  rooms  and  a  hospital  pro¬ 
viding  ten  beds.  The  female  section,  whch  is  entirely  separate, 
has  20  single  rooms. 
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During  1936  there  were  16  new  admissions  comprising  one 
European  female,  one  Asiatic  male,  ten  African  males  and  four 
African  females  as  compared  with  six  African  males  in  1935. 

One  Asiatic  male  and  two  African  males  were  released  to  the 
care  of  relatives. 

Four  African  males  died  during  the  year,  the  causes  of  deaths 
being  leprosy,  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  status  epilepticus  and 
entero  colitis. 

At  the  end  of  1936  there  remained  in  the  asylum  one  European 
female,  79  African  males  and  17  African  females.  The  daily 
average  strength  was  *14  European  females,  -16  Asiatic  males, 
77-17  African  males  and  16*73  African  females,  making  a  total 
average  of  94*20  as  compared  with  89-98  the  previous  year. 

The  health  of  the  inmates  was  exceptionally  good  considering 
the  crowded  state  of  the  asylum.  The  daily  average  number  in 
hospital  was  only  4-57.  Inmates  were  weighed  monthly  when¬ 
ever  possible  and  53*49  per  cent,  gained  while  31*96  per  cent, 
lost  weight. 

Inmates  who  are  able  to  work  are  given  every  encouragement 
to  do  so  within  the  precincts  of  the  asylum.  The  value  of  labour 
performed  and  produce  from  gardens  and  plantations  during 
the  year  amounted  to  £126  13s.  4d. 

Members  of  the  staff  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  Mission  at 
Zomba  and  Domasi  held  religious  services  for  the  male  inmates 
and  gave  instructional  talks  to  the  females. 

Lunatics — District  Prisons. 

In  addition  to  the  Central  Asylum  at  Zomba,  lunatics  are 
from  time  to  time  admitted  to  district  prisons  for  safe  custody 
pending  certification.  During  1936  seven  criminal  and  39  non¬ 
criminal  alleged  lunatics  were  so  detained.  Of  these,  four 
criminal  and  six  non-criminal  were  duly  certified  and  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Central  Asylum  while  three  criminal  and  30  non¬ 
criminal  were  released.  There  were  three  lunatics  awaiting 
certification  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Criminal  or 
“  Detained  during  the 
Governor’s  pleasure  ” 
Lunatics. 

Non-Criminal  or 
Alleged  Lunatics. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Remaining  on  31.12.35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Admitted  during  1936 

6 

1 

7 

34 

5 

39 

Transferred  to  Criminal 
Lunatic  Asylum. 

3 

1 

4 

5 

1 

6 

Released  during  1936... 

3 

— 

3 

28 

2 

30 

Remaining  on  31.12.36 

~~ 

1 

1 

2 

3 
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V.— SANITATION  AND  HOUSING. 

Sanitation  in  Nyasaland  is  still  primitive  although,  owing 
to  generous  grants  from  the  Colonial  Development  Fund,  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  townships  have  greatly  improved  of  recent  years. 

The  year  1934  saw  the  inception  in  Zomba  of  a  scheme  which 
had  been  under  consideration  for  some  years  for  housing  native 
domestic  servants  in  a  special  village  on  the  borders  of  the  town¬ 
ship.  Previously  it  had  been  the  custom  for  domestic  servants 
with  their  families  to  live  in  the  compounds  of  their  employers, 
with  the  result  that  it  was  not  uncommon  to  find  as  many  as 
twelve  native  men,  women  and  children  living  in  one  small 
compound.  The  consequent  difficulties  of  sanitary  control  and 
the  risk  of  conveyance  of  disease  such  as  malaria  and 
dysentery  to  Europeans  can  readily  be  appreciated.  Owing  to 
lack  of  money  the  scheme  is  still  very  far  from  being  complete 
but  more  houses  are  being  built  every  year  and  it  is  hoped 
eventually  to  have  a  village  of  well  constructed  brick  huts,  with 
a  piped  water  supply,  electric  light  and  provision  for  recreation. 

The  townships  of  Blantyre  and  Limbe  are  establishing 
similar  villages  for  natives  employed  within  the  townships. 

Sanitation  in  the  rural  areas  is  a  major  problem  owing  to  the 
ignorance  and  poverty  of  the  natives  and  lack  of  supervisory 
sanitary  staff,  but  little  can  be  hoped  from  anything  in  the 
shape  of  compulsory  legislation;  indeed  compulsion  as  a  rule 
does  more  harm  than  good.  Such  compulsory  measures  as 
are  used  are  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Native  Authorities  who 
are  encouraged  to  promulgate  simple  sanitary  orders  which  the 
villagers  are  expected  to  obey.  All  natives  appreciate  the  value 
of  a  good  water  supply,  although  it  is  possibly  the  availability 
and  quantity  rather  than  the  quality  of  it  which  interest  them 
and  several  chiefs  and  headmen  are  now  developing  their  wells 
and  springs  and  protecting  them  from  pollution.  The  con¬ 
struction  of  latrines  is  regarded  on  the  whole  as  a  necessary 
concession  to  European  prejudices.  It  is  a  matter  for  con¬ 
gratulation  therefore  that  so  many  villages  have  installed  latrines 
and  do  use  them. 

The  improvement  of  general  housing  conditions  is  a  matter 
requiring  considerable  propaganda  and  progress  is  necessarily 
slow,  but  most  of  the  chiefs  and  many  of  the  better  educated 
natives  have  erected  quite  well-built  and  in  some  cases  attractive 
cottages  for  themselves,  and  these  serve  to  stimulate  healthy 
emulation  amongst  the  others. 

VL— PRODUCTION. 

Agriculture. 

Weather  Conditions. 

Weather  conditions  during  the  1935-6  season  were  generally 
not  conducive  to  good  growth  of  most  crops,  particularly  cotton 
and  tobacco.  Tea  was  an  exception  and  most  cereals  yielded 
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fairly  well.  Leguminous  crops  suffered  from  the  localized 
character  of  the  early  rains,  which  characteristic  continued  later 
than  usual,  and  from  the  general  heavy  rains  of  the  mid  season. 

The  rainfall  figures  for  the  six  wet  and  six  dry  months  of  the 
3:935-6  season  are  given  in  the  following  table.. 


Season  1935-6. 


Zone. 

Total 

rainfall 

1  Nov.,  1 93 5, 
to 

30  April, 
1936. 
Inches. 

Normal 
for  six 
wet 

months. 

Inches. 

Total 

rainfall 

1  May  to 
31  Oct., 
1936. 

Inches. 

Normal 
for  six 
dry 

months. 

Inches. 

Port  Herald 

A 

40*09 

29*  1 

2*  17 

3*6 

Port  Herald  Experi- 

42  •  88 

28*8 

7*46 

3*2 

mental  Station. 

Chikwawa  ... 

36-55 

29*7 

3-44 

2-3 

Cholo 

B 

52*46 

48*8 

9*02 

8  •  1 

Makwasa  ... 

61 -55 

46*8 

8*15 

4*4 

Nsikisi 

57 '  J5 

— 

9  •  06 

— 

Lipumulo  ... 

47-49 

— 

6  •  98 

— 

Mikundi 

56-77 

— - 

9-03 

— 

Upper  Mboma 

52-65 

— 

10*13 

— — 

Masambanj  ati 

68*48 

— 

16*01 

— 

Mlanje 

C 

71*48 

66  •  6 

14*66 

14*5 

Chitakali  ... 

81  *98 

65-5 

29*77 

12*1 

Thorn  wood... 

76*92 

67  •  8 

12*31 

ii*6 

Ruo... 

63*11 

53-7 

13*00 

6-3 

Glenorchy  ... 

62  •  06 

56*2 

12  •  88 

IO*  1 

Sayama 

75*2i 

56-0 

12  •  22 

10*5 

Lujeri 

92*26 

7  6*3 

21  •  70 

14-3 

Chisambo  ... 

99*  80 

— 

21*49 

— 

Nalipiri 

D 

60*40 

5i-9 

16*52 

11  -o 

Blantyre 

E 

60  •  88 

39-9 

•  92 

3*3 

Limbe  Catholic 

47*42 

— 

5-29 

— 

Mission. 

Chingaluwe 

46*07 

42*8 

4'65 

3*3 

Nyambadwe 

50*20 

39-o 

1  •  20 

2*9 

Chiradzulu  Boma  ... 

38*22 

40*0 

3 "  °6 

2*5 

Nyungwe  ... 

37-42 

•92 

Michiru 

F 

27*85 

35-3 

1  *26 

2*0 

Namalanga... 

G 

24-55 

29*9 

3*7° 

1*0 

Nasonia 

38-97 

36-9 

8  •  19 

1*9 

Zomba  Experi- 

H 

51*78 

46*8 

i-73 

4*6 

mental  Station. 

Zomba  Plateau 

63*31 

— 

8-15 

— 

Likwenu 

57*91 

— 

•33 

— 

Police  Headquarters 

52  •  66 

41  *9 

1  •  08 

1  *8 

Domasi 

52-57 

52-7 

— 

— 

Nankunda  ... 

81*63 

— - 

— 

— 

Malosa 

58*21 

— 

•70 

— 

Mbidi 

I 

41  *68 

35'8 

i*5 

Makwapala  Experi- 

46-95 

34'° 

1 "  I5 

i*5 

mental  Station. 

Mwanza 

K 

46'99 

37*2 

5-7° 

•6 

Liwonde 

L 

28  •  72 

31*7 

*81 

1  •  1 

Bilila 

27*98 

28*0 

— 

*7 

Mandimha  ... 

M 

39*  61 

34 -° 

— 

*3 

Namwera  ... 

40*11 

42  •  2 

1*50 

*3 

*3 
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Total 

Total 

rainfall 

rainfall 

1  Nov.,  1935, 

Normal 

1  May  to 

Normal 

to 

for  six 

31  Oct., 

for  six 

30  April, 

wet 

1936. 

dry 

1936. 

months. 

months. 

Zone. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Chipunga  . . . 

... 

42*32 

35*o 

1  •  04 

•8 

Fort  Johnston 

...  N 

31*24 

29*4 

*55 

1  •  2 

Monkey  Bay 

.  .  . 

23-16 

29-2 

•  02 

*9 

Malindi 

•  •  • 

44*35 

— 

— 

— 

Golomoti  . . . 

•  •  • 

42*59 

29*5 

- — 

•  1 

Ncheu 

...  P 

39  *  J6 

37*o 

*49 

*9 

Likuni 

...  S 

32  *  71 

32*9 

1  •  00 

i*5 

Chimvua 

•  •  • 

35*io 

— 

1  •  01 

— 

Lilongwe 

•  •  • 

3i*36 

32*7 

1  - 10 

•8 

Nathenje  ... 

.  .  • 

33*68 

— 

*37 

— 

Mpali 

...  T 

38*34 

— 

— • 

— 

Dowa 

•  .  • 

32*63 

33*i 

•5i 

*7 

Fort  Manning 

... 

33*87 

39*8 

3*03 

2*5 

Domira  Bay 

...  U 

34*23 

31-0 

•17 

•  1 

Dedza 

...  V 

45*31 

39*7 

•  61 

2-2 

Kasungu 

...  X 

37*48 

29- 1 

•  1 1 

*3 

Mzimba 

.  .  • 

36*27 

3i*7 

— 

•2 

Kota  Kota... 

...  Y 

67-14 

48  •  2 

2*95 

2  •  O 

Chinteche  . . . 

...  Z 

68-45 

62-9 

1 1  •  80 

5*i 

Livingstonia 

.  •  • 

83-66 

57*5 

2-30 

6-2 

Karonga 

•  •  . 

37-06 

52*3 

1-50 

2  •  8 

Salima 

.  .  • 

43*96 

— 

•23 

— 

Glengary  . . . 

.  .  . 

64  •  19 

— 

12-46 

— 

A  resume  of  weather  conditions  in  areas  growing  tobacco,  the 
most  important  economic  crop  of  Nyasaland,  is  given  on 
page  16. 


Economic  Conditions. 

The  amounts  and  local  values  of  agricultural  exports  for  1936 
are  set  out  below  and  the  figures  for  1935  are  given  for 
comparison. 


1935 •  I936. 


Capsicums  and  chillies 

lb. 

Amount. 

47,869 

Value. 

£ 

598 

Amount. 

12,119 

Value. 

£ 

151 

Coffee  ...  ... 

•  .  . 

cwt. 

603*5 

1,127 

336*6 

628 

Maize  and  maize 

flour 

lb. 

20,185 

23 

1,203,513 

1,345 

Rice  ... 

)  y 

250 

1 

— 

— 

Tobacco  : — 
Dark-fired  . . . 

y  y 

8,704,943 

254, 012 

11,001,797 

320,885 

Flue-cured  . . . 

•  •  • 

y  y 

1,020,107 

29,981 

1,608,079 

46,903 

Air-cured  . . . 

•  •  • 

y  y 

443,591 

12,938 

781,665 

22,799 

Tea 

•  •  . 

y  y 

6,042,532 

223,876 

7,706,088 

256,870 

Cotton  (lint)  . . . 

•  .  • 

tons 

3,658*5 

204,851 

2,375 

133,007 

Potatoes 

•  •  • 

lb. 

113,960 

477 

83,279 

335 

Beeswax 

•  •  • 

;  y 

io,347 

445 

25,983 

1,083 

Cotton  seed  ... 

... 

tons 

1,183 

2,366 

1,678-7 

3,357 

Fibre  ... 

... 

lb. 

355 

1 

936,969 

3,346 

Rubber 

.  .  . 

y  y 

131,760 

549 

206,535 

861 

Groundnuts  . . . 

... 

tons 

20-5 

103 

— 

— 

Strophanthus. . . 

.  .  . 

lb. 

9,646 

964 

16,191 

1,619 

Soya  beans 

•  .  . 

y  • 

— 

— 

560,000 

1,250 
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The  most  notable  increases  of  exports  during  1936  were  in 
tea,  tobacco,  fibre,  and  soya  beans,  which  for  the  first  time 
figured  as  an  appreciable  export. 

In  the  case  of  tea,  the  increase  of  27-5  per  cent,  was  due  to 
improved  yields  per  acre,  the  improvement  in  prices  and  the 
coming  into  bearing  of  new  acreages.  The  increase  in  tobacco 
production  was  due  to  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  regis¬ 
tered  native  growers,  amounting  to  increases  of  47*7  per  cent, 
in  the  Northern  Province  and  54-8  per  cent,  in  the  Southern 
Province.  The  increase  in  the  total  tobacco  crop  was  only  26 <4 
per  cent,  due  largely  to  weather  conditions.  The  increase  in 
fibre  was  owing  to  the  re-opening  of  estates  in  Lower  Shire 
areas  due  largely  to  the  increase  in  value  of  sisal. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  increase  in  cotton  production 
anticipated  up  to  the  mid-season  of  1936  was  not  realized.  The 
reasons  for  this  require  careful  examination  as  the  weather 
cannot  solely  be  blamed.  Insect  damage  was  very  extensive 
and  this  and  other  aspects  will  be  dealt  with  later. 

The  average  prices  paid  for  native  tobacco  were  slightly 
lower  than  in  1935,  especially  in  the  Northern  Province,  due 
to  the  inferior  quality  of  the  crop.  The  amount  sold  in  central 
buying  stations  was  much  in  excess  of  the  estimates.  Every 
effort  is  made  to  control  the  amount  of  native  dark  tobacco 
produced  according  to  market  conditions  but  in  the  year  under 
review  some  slight  over-production  of  certain  types  and  grades 
could  not  be  avoided. 

Locusts. 

The  red- winged  locust,  Nomadacris  septemjasciata,  berv.} 
was  the  only  species  occurring  in  the  Protectorate  during  the 
year.  The  development  of  adults  of  the  tenth  generation  was, 
generally,  on  a  less  intensive  scale  than  in  previous  years.  The 
scattered,  quiescent  nature  of  the  hopper  bands  in  some  areas 
was  again  noticeable,  and  in  the  Domira  Bay  area  dissocians 
phase  habits  were  conspicuous  in  the  small  resulting  swarms. 

A  prolonged  hopper  period  and  late  developing  hopper  bands 
were  also  recorded,  though  in  the  Lower  Shire  and  Chikwawa 
districts  a  fairly  normal  developmental  period  was  once  again 
noticeable. 

The  first  flying  swarms  of  the  tenth  generation  developed  in 
March  and  by  April  most  hopper  bands  had  reached  the  adult 
stage.  Vacation  of  the  lower  levels  by  these  swarms  occurred  as 
usual,  but  dull  weather  with  high  humidity  during  the  middle 
of  the  year  appeared  to  check  any  concentrated  flights  and  a 
very  irregular  circling  movement  in  the  Shire  Highlands  as  a 
whole  continued  for  the  main  part  of  the  year.  It  was  not  until 
well  on  into  December  that  a  definite  north  and  north-west  move¬ 
ment  set  in  and  it  was  then  observed  that  there  appeared  to  be 
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a  heavier  infestation  in  the  Protectorate  than  previous  evidence 
had  indicated.  Some  of  these  swarms  penetrated  districts  of 
the  Northern  Province,  Dowa  and  Kota  Kota,  which  had  been 
free  nearly  the  whole  year.  Except  for  an  occasional  swarm 
entering  from  Northern  Rhodesia,  however,  the  three  northern 
districts,  North  Nyasa,  Mombera  and  Kasungu,  were  not 
invaded  during  the  year. 

Damage  done,  both  by  hopper  bands  and  adult  swarms,  was 
considerably  less  than  in  previous  years. 

Advisory  Bodies  and  Policy. 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  met  to  transact  business  appertain¬ 
ing  to  the  extended  cultivation  of  tung  oil  in  the  highland  areas. 
It  is  evident  that  a  large  central  oil  extraction  plant  will  soon 
be  required  in  the  Cholo  district  and  that  such  a  plant  will  be 
far  more  economical  than  numerous  small  ones. 

The  Native  Welfare  Committee  continued  to  advise  Govern¬ 
ment  on  the  co-ordination  of  the  work  and  policies  of  the  depart¬ 
ments  mainly  responsible  for  native  development  and  on  matters 
bearing  on  native  welfare  in  general. 

As  far  as  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is  concerned,  such 
matters  as  better  food,  better  animal  husbandry  and  better  agri¬ 
cultural  methods  are  kept  well  in  view  in  all  work  which  is 
carried  out  on  experimental  and  demonstration  stations,  and  in 
district  work  carried  out  by  all  officers.  The  commitments  of 
Nyasaland  demand  an  increase  in  economic  crops  which  must 
largely  be  grown  by  native  cultivators,  especially  along  the 
northern  extension  of  the  railway,  but  district  work  on  such 
crops  is  always  accompanied  by  efforts  to  improve  the  food 
crops  by  the  issue  of  good  seed  and  advice  on  better  methods 
of  cultivation.  This  work  is  accompanied  by  propaganda  and 
demonstration  in  the  maintenance  of  soil  fertility  in  cultivated 
lands.  Methods  of  combating  soil  erosion,  which  is  now  a 
serious  matter  in  many  districts,  has  been  the  concern  of  travel¬ 
ling  officers  for  the  past  twelve  years  and  works  to  minimize 
soil  erosion  can  now  be  seen  in  numerous  fields  in  all  central 
areas. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  concern  for  many  years  that  the  diet 
of  the  native  cultivator  is  ill-balanced  and  that  far  too  much 
reliance  is  placed  upon  maize  as  the  staple  food.  There  is  a  lack 
of  protein,  fats  and  certain  vitamins  in  the  food  of  the  average 
native  which  is  conducive  to  various  deficiency  diseases.  Even 
in  areas  where  a  fair  proportion  of  protein  is  available  in  the 
form  of  fish,  meat  and  milk  it  is  apparent  that  many  natives, 
especially  children,  are  ill-nourished  and  receive  a  very  ill- 
balanced  diet  over  long  periods.*  Efforts  are  now  being  made 

*  See  also  Agricultural  Survey  of  Central  Nyasaland,  1933. 
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to  increase  the  cultivation  of  groundnuts  and  soya  beans  and 
this  method  of  improving  the  diet  of  the  native  is  to  be  kept 
well  in  view  in  coming  years. 

Close  touch  is  maintained  between  the  specialists  of  the 
Empire  Cotton  Growing  Corporation  and  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  in  such  matters  as  pure  seed  supplies,  rotation  crop¬ 
ping  and  grading.  Where  dark  tobacco  is  the  main  cash  crop 
the  supervisors  of  the  Native  Tobacco  Board  are  in  constant 
touch  with  technical  officers  of  the  Department.  The  Assistant 
Director  of  Agriculture  and  Chemist  is  technical  adviser  to  the 
Board  and  directs  the  technical,  experimental  and  tobacco  seed 
selection  work  on  the  Zomba  and  Lilongwe  stations  so  that 
continuity  of  policy  is  assured. 

Further  demonstration,  experimentation  and  seed  production 
is  carried  on  at  the  Karonga,  Mlanje,  Port  Herald  and  Domira 
Bay  stations,  the  last  named  being  the  headquarters  of  the 
Cotton  Specialist  of  the  Empire  Cotton  Growing  Corporation, 
who,  as  the  chief  cotton  authority  in  Nyasaland,  advises  the 
Department  primarily  on  seed  supplies  for  the  industry. 

An  account  of  the  extension  work  among  native  cultivators 
would  not  be  complete  without  a  reference  to  the  development 
of  small-holdings  or  family  farms.  The  establishment  of  a 
permanent  agriculture  and  sound  economic  progress  in  most 
districts  are  only  possible  when  such  small  holdings  are  to  be 
found  in  large  numbers.  Particular  reference  may  be  made  to 
the  northern  districts  where  many  natives  have  difficulty  in 
finding  employment  and  it  is  uncertain  whether  certain  economic 
crops  will  be  successful.  It  may  be  decades  before  many  natives 
are  induced  to  form  family-farm  groups.  There  are  no  demon¬ 
stration  or  experimental  farms  in  the  four  large  northern 
districts  and  it  is  very  necessary  to  provide  demonstration  for 
the  people  concerned  of  all  agricultural  work  dealing  with 
improvements  in  method  or  the  introduction  and  cultivation  of 
new  plants.  A  start  has  been  made  with  the  institution  of  model 
small  holdings  on  the  Lilongwe  Station,  the  owners  being  quite 
independent  but  under  the  direction  of  the  officer  in  charge  as 
regards  seed,  cultivation  and  rotations.  Small  holders  in  the 
vicinity  of  Zomba  who  have  been  established  for  some  years 
on  leasehold  and  their  own  freehold  land  are  also  under  careful 
supervision. 

Tobacco. 

Weather  conditions  in  nearly  all  tobacco  areas  were  not  con¬ 
ducive  to  good  growth  and  ripening  and  this  was  reflected  in  the 
quality  of  the  crop  which  was  subsequently  harvested  and  sold. 

Weather  conditions  during  December  cannot  be  said  to  have 
been  generally  good,  the  greater  part  of  the  rain  occurring  in 
heavy  falls  during  the  period  13th  to  22nd  December.  During 
January  the  weather  was  characterised  by  hot  dry  spells,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  northern  part  of  the  dark  tobacco  areas  of  the 
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Northern  Province.  Good  growing  conditions  were  experienced 
at  high  and  medium  elevations  in  Dedza,  Ncheu,  Zomba,  Mlanje 
and  Blantyre.  The  localized  character  of  the  rainfall  was  con¬ 
tinued  for  several  days  during  early  February  but  heavy  rains 
commenced  in  most  southern  areas  about  the  12th  and  continued 
to  the  end  of  the  month.  Excessive  rains  were  experienced 
particularly  in  and  around  Zomba,  the  falls  recorded  for  Febru¬ 
ary  being  the  heaviest  since  1906.  North  of  Ncheu  and  Golo- 
moti,  again,  as  far  as  Lilongwe,  rains  in  this  critical  month  were 
much  in  excess  of  normal.  Much  of  the  Dowa  and  Kota-Kota 
districts  also  experience  excessive  rains. 

Rainfall  during  March  in  the  Southern  Province  was  generally 
slightly  in  excess  of  normal  and  was  accompanied  by  a  long 
spell  of  dull  days  and  low  temperatures.  Following  on  the 
excessive  wet  February,  these  conditions  had  an  adverse  effect 
on  the  growth  of  tobacco.  Similar  conditions  occurred  in  many 
parts  of  the  Northern  Province,  particularly  in  Dedza,  southern 
Lilongwe,  the  Dowa  highlands  and  Kota-Kota. 

Conditions  during  April  in  most  northern  areas  were  about 
normal  with  small  showers  throughout  the  month.  Elsewhere 
in  southern  and  central  tobacco  areas  rainfall  was  slightly  below 
normal  with  much  overcast  weather  and  temperatures  lower  than 
normal.  May  and  June  were  fine  with  a  tendency  towards  low 
temperatures. 

The  average  amounts  produced  per  grower  on  Native  Trust 
Land  were  183  lb.  in  the  Northern  Province  and  231  lb.  in  the 
Southern  Province. 

The  amounts  of  dark  tobacco  purchased  from  Native  Trust 
Land  and  private  estate  growers  are  given  under  provinces  in 


the  following  table:  — 

Northern  Southern 

Province.  Province, 

lb.  lb. 

Native  Trust  Land  ...  ...  7,908,847  2,616,712 

Private  Estates  ...  ...  2,093,419  1,202,740 


The  total  figure  for  the  dark  tobacco  crop  was  thus  13,821,718  lb. 
The  corresponding  figure  for  1935  was  10,291,560  lb. 

European  tobacco  occupied  7,349  acres  as  compared  with 
6,144  acres  in  1935,  while  production  totalled  2,663,248  lb.  as 
against  2,112,096  lb.  in  1935.  The  total  was  made  up  of 
2,109,016  lb.  flue-cured,  81,424  lb.  air-cured  and  472,808  lb. 
dark-fired  leaf.  The  state  of  the  industry  was  such  that  Govern¬ 
ment  found  it  expedient  to  give  advances  to  planters  during  the 
1936  season.  The  1935  season  was  not  financially  favourable 
to  European  growers  and  it  is  somewhat  alarming  to  note  that 
many  of  these  growers  are  still  attempting  to  produce  bright 
tobacco  in  areas  where  climatic  conditions  are  usually  quite 
different  from  those  prevailing  during  the  average  growing 
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season  in  the  bright  tobacco  belts  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  It  is  computed  that  nearly  25  per  cent,  of  these 
European  growers  are  planting  in  unsuitable  or  ‘  ‘  border  line 
areas  near  the  tea  belts. 

Legislation  was  passed  in  1936  to  enable  the  marketing  of  the 
surplus  of  flue-cured  tobacco  over  local  requirements  to  be 
conducted  with  advantage  to  the  grower,  and  power  is  given  by 
this  legislation  to  a  Control  Board  to  form  a  pool  and  to  use 
certain  funds  for  finding  new  outlets  for  bright  leaf. 

At  the  end  of  1936,  stocks  of  Nyasaland  tobacco  in  the  United 
Kingdom  stood  at  30,406,117  lb.,  a  2^-  years'  supply  on  the 
usual  basis.  Consumption  of  Nyasaland  tobacco  during  1936 
amounted  to  12,450,261  lb.,  a  decrease  of  74,854  lb.  when  com¬ 
pared  with  that  of  the  previous  year  and  represented  26  per 
cent,  of  all  Empire  tobacco  consumed.  The  latter  figure  com¬ 
pares  with  28*2  per  cent,  in  1935. 

Exports  of  tobacco  from  Nyasaland  in  1936  amounted  to 
9,283,624  lb.  of  leaf  and  4,107,917  lb.  of  strips.  There  is  an 
excess  of  588,793  lb.  in  deliveries  over  imports  into  the  United 
Kingdom  during  1936  which  compares  favourably  with  the 
following  figures  for  other  Empire  countries. 

Excess  lb. 

Southern  Rhodesia  ...  ...  3,130,387 
India  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,010,994 

It  is  apparent  that  the  point  of  production  of  most  types  and 
grades  of  tobacco  was  on  the  safe  side  and  that  stocks  are  likely 
to  be  considerably  reduced  in  1937.  Exports  of  Nyasaland  dark 
leaf  to  West  African  dependencies  amounted  to  199,649  lb., 
while  small  quantities  went  to  Tanganyika,  Dutch  East  Indies 
and  Egypt. 


Cotton. 

The  1936  season  was  disappointing  for  cotton  growers  especi¬ 
ally  in  view  of  the  propaganda  which  was  carried  out,  the 
establishment  of  new  seed  depots  and  the  large  expenditure  on 
supervision.  In  the  Lower  River  areas  the  crop  amounted  to 
4,653  tons  of  seed  cotton,  a  decrease  of  28  per  cent,  compared 
with  the  1935  figures. 

In  the  central  part  of  the  Southern  Province,  the  amount 
produced  was  657  tons  as  against  1,429  in  the  previous  year, 
and  in  the  area  between  northern  Ncheu  and  Kota-Kota  pro¬ 
duction  dropped  from  1,774  t°  934  tons  of  seed  cotton.  The  pro¬ 
duction  of  cotton  on  Native  Trust  Land,  inclusive  of  87  tons 
in  North  Nyasa  was  thus  6,381  tons.  Private  estates  accounted 
for  882  tons  and  the  total  for  the  country  was  therefore  7,263 
tons,  a  figure  which  compares  very  favourably  with  the  11,237 
tons  of  1935.  Exports  amounted  to  13,301  bales;  the  1935 
figure  was  approximately  20,485  bales. 
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The  average  price  for  No.  i  grade  was  i-428d.,  for  No.  2, 
o-g26d.  and  for  No.  3,  0-6396.  It  is  estimated  that  the  sum 
of  ^75  451  was  paid  to  Native  Trust  Land  growers  and  that 
of  that  sum  ,£59,646  was  paid  for  No.  1  grade.  The 
production  factor  per  pound  of  seed  issued  was  4  •  8  in  the  Lower 
River,  1-9  in  the  central  part  of  the  Southern  Province  and  0-4 
in  the  area  of  the  northern  extension  of  the  railway  from  Ncheu 
to  Kota  Kota. 

The  percentage  of  No.  1  grade  in  the  Native  Trust  Land  crop 
was  70-1. 

European  production  of  cotton  amounted  to  295  tons  as  against 
303  tons  in  the  previous  year.  It  is  necessary  to  explain  the 
comparative  failure  of  the  cotton  crop  in  1936  and  the  following 
extract  from  the  report  of  the  Entomologist  is  of  particular  value 
in  this  connexion : 

“  While  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  climatic  conditions  of  the 
season  were  inclined  to  be  unfavourable  for  the  growth  of  the  cotton 
plant  and  the  development  of  flowers  and  bolls,  it  seemed  highly 
probable  that  the  poor  crop  could  not  be  due  solely  to  these  factors. 
At  Port  Herald,  for  example,  although  the  mean  maximum  tempera¬ 
ture  each  month  from  March  to  May  and  from  July  onwards  was 
slightly  lower  than  in  1935,  the  mean  monthly  minimum  temperature 
was  always  slightly  higher  and  the  average  monthly  temperature 
was  a  few  degrees  higher  during  nearly  the  whole  season.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  relative  humidity  was  some  ten  per  cent,  higher  than 
during  the  past  three  years,  being  between  75  per  cent,  and  83  per 
cent,  from  January  to  July  inclusive.  To  what  extent,  if  any,  such 
conditions  would  influence  the  abundance  of  cotton  pests,  or  the  spread 
and  rapid  development  of  the  fungoid  and  bacterial  diseases  trans¬ 
mitted  by  sucking  insects,  such  as  stainers,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
say  in  the  light  of  our  present  knowledge,  but  that  stainer  damage 
was  more  severe  in  1936  than  in  the  immediately  previous  few  seasons, 
which  could  be  characterised  as  “  dry  ”  years,  cannot  be  denied. 

Stainers. — Of  400  bolls  picked  at  random  from  various  situations 
in  the  Lower  River  districts  and  examined  in  August,  approximately 
30  per  cent,  could  be  classified  as  healthy,  11  per  cent,  attacked  by 
bollworm,  16  per  cent,  damaged  by  causes  unknown  or  unidentifiable, 
and  no  less  than  42  per  cent,  severely  damaged  by  stainers. 

The  problem  of  cotton  stainers  and  cotton  bollworms  is  so  intimately 
bound  up  with  every  aspect  of  the  cultivation  of  the  crop  that  success¬ 
ful  results  can  only  be  expected  from  a  whole  time  study  of  these 
insects.  In  the  case  of  stainers  the  periodic  migration  of  the  adults 
from  their  various  wild  host  plants  is  a  subject  that  has,  as  yet, 
only  been  partially  elucidated.  This  in  itself  is  quite  a  large  subject, 
depending  as  it  does  on  the  species  of  stainer  concerned  and  the 
varying  climatic  conditions  effecting  the  growth  of  the  various  host 
plants  during  the  year.  By  means  of  a  questionnaire  sent  to  all  Agri¬ 
cultural  Officers  and  Supervisors  during  the  year,  it  is  hoped  that  a 
certain  amount  of  information  may  gradually  be  obtained  as  to  the 
annual  habits  of  some  of  the  known  local  host  plants  in  different 
types  of  country  and  at  different  elevations. 

Bollworms. — The  control  of  cotton  bollworms  is  as  yet,  and  in  the 
writer’s  opinion  is  likely  always  to  remain  so,  purely  a  matter  of  field 
husbandry.  This  implies  selecting  the  most  suitable  type  of  seed 
for  the  conditions  under  which  the  plant  will  grow,  adopting  the  most 
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desirable  planting  date  to  give  the  plant  the  best  possible  conditions 
during  growth  and  the  ruthless  destruction  of  all  plants  after  a  certain 
period  so  that  there  is  an  absolute  dead  season  of  at  least  two  months 
between  crop  and  crop.  The  mere  uprooting  of  the  previous  year’s 
cotton  bushes  when  the  new  crop  is  already  sown  and  possibly  well 
advanced  is  quite  useless,  as  a  method  of  pest  control. 

A  difficulty  that  occurs  in  an  area  such  as  the  Lower  River  districts 
in  regulating  an  efficient  dead  season,  is  that  a  multiplicity  of  planting 
dates  are  possible  owing  to  the  juxtaposition  of  normal  and  river- 
flood  lands,  making  it  possible  for  cotton  in  all  stages  of  growth  to 
be  in  existence  throughout  the  whole  year.  Certain  advantages  to  be 
obtained  from  early  planting  on  non-flood  lands  while  harvesting  on 
the  flood  lands  has  been  prolonged,  have  between  them  created  a 
situation  in  the  Lower  River  district  whereby  an  efficient  dead  season 
has  been  rendered  a  practical  impossibility.  A  natural,  but  unfortunate, 
desire  for  “  record  ”  crops  year  after  year  has  produced  just  those 
conditions  which  most  favour  the  serious  insect  pests  of  cotton. 

A  determined  effort  has  been  made  this  year  (1936-37)  to  ensure 
that  a  dead  season  of  at  least  six  weeks  shall  be  maintained.  It  is 
the  writer’s  considered  opinion,  however,  that  this  period  must  in 
future  be  increased  to  a  full  two  months  and  be  thoroughly  enforced 
each  season,  if  cotton  pest  infestation  of  the  Lower  River  crop  is  to 
be  kept  within  reasonable  bounds. 

In  view  of  the  variable  planting  dates  (possible,  and  hitherto 
adopted,  in  this  valuable  and  well-established  cotton  area  of  the 
Protectorate,  it  may  become  necessary  for  measures  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  planting  of  the  new  crop,  each  year,  before  a  certain 
time  in  addition  to  the  stipulation  of  the  date  by  which  the  old  crop 
should  be  uprooted.  These  remarks  will  apply  equally  well  to  cotton 
growing  in  the  lake  shore  belt  of  North  Nyasa  as  that  a,rea  develops. 

The  most  satisfactory  period  for  this  dead  season  in  the  Lower  River 
districts  should,  in  the  writer’s  opinion,  include  a  portion  of  the  first 
rains.  It  is  probable  that  the  majority  of  the  bollworm  moths  hatch 
with  the  first  showers,  particularly  the  Red  Bollworm  ( Diparopsis 
castanea,  Hmps).  As  this  bollworm  appears  to  have  extremely  few 
wild  host  plants  (unknown  as  yet  in  Nyasaland)  the  absence  of 
cotton  plants  on  which  this  first  brood  of  moths  could  oviposit  should 
offer  a  considerable  check  to  an  early  rise  in  numbers  of  bollworm 
and  hence  the  future  broods. 

A  further  point  in  the  development  of  cotton  growing  in  any  new 
areas  is  that  all  Kidney-cotton  plants  must  be  eradicated,  whether 
the  tribes  concerned  wish  to  retain  them  for  the  use  of  the  lint  for 
certain  ceremonial  purposes  or  not.  In  both  the  areas  visited  in  the 
Kota-Kota  and  Mombera  districts,  mentioned  above,  plants  of  this 
perennial  cotton  were  found  in  villages  and  in  one  case  Red  Bollworm 
was  flourishing  on  it.” 


Tea. 

The  tea  industry  continued  to  expand  towards  its  limit  of 
17,700  acres  under  the  restriction  scheme.  The  acreage  planted 
during  1936  was  292  and  the  total  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
16,346  acres  of  which  8,710  acres  were  in  Mlanje  and  7,636 
acres  in  Cholo  districts.  Production  of  tea  rose  from  5,730,704 
lb.  in  1935  to  8,492,316  lb.  in  1936  while  exports  as  already 
noted,  increased  by  27*5  per  cent.  The  acreage  in  plucking  was 
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14,385.  Final  allocations  of  new  acreages  for  planting  were 
given  in  1935  and  the  industry  is  now  busily  engaged  in  consoli¬ 
dating  its  position  in  view  of  the  approach  of  the  end  of  the 
present  five-year  period  of  restriction  in  March,  1938. 

Investigations  were  continued  during  1936  in  the  problem  of 
poor  fermentation  of  leaf  from  certain  soils  in  the  high-rainfall 
belt  of  Mlanje  and  it  has  now  been  proved  that  a  supply  of 
certain  minor  elements  to  tea  bushes  in  this  area  will  temporarily 
rectify  the  trouble.  A  dilute  solution  of  copper  sulphate  applied 
as  a  spray  will  cause  an  improvement  in  leaf  plucked  from  such 
bushes,  the  improvement  lasting  for  some  months  and  the 
quality  and  value  of  the  made  tea  being  much  appreciated. 

Experimental  work  on  works  for  minimizing  soil  erosion, 
fertilizing,  pruning  methods  and  degrees  of  plucking  has  con¬ 
tinued  and  the  results  of  various  investigations  have  been 
published. 

Native  Food  Crops. 

Maize,  the  staple  cereal  food  of  the  country,  yielded  well  in 
Lower  River  areas,  Mlanje  and  Cholo,  although  late  floods 
spoilt  some  maize  at  Chikwawa  and  Chiromo.  In  other  areas 
of  the  Southern  Province,  in  Dedza,  Ncheu  and  north  of  Dowa, 
maize  and  other  food  crops  were  good,  notable  exceptions  being 
small  parts  of  the  South  Nyasa  and  Upper  Shire  districts  where 
the  shortage  of  early  rains  almost  ruined  the  food  gardens. 
There  was  actual  famine  early  in  the  year  along  the  east  side 
of  Lake  Nyasa.  Maize  in  dry  areas  south  of  the  Bua  was  also 
adversely  affected  by  the  early  weather  conditions.  It  is  to  be 
noted  that  in  the  high  rainfall  areas  the  native  grown  types  of 
maize  have  suffered  less  from  cob  diseases  than  the  small  flat 
white  types. 

Good  crops  of  pearl  millet  were  harvested  in  areas  of  low 
elevation  although  fungus  disease  was  apparent  at  higher 
elevations. 

Groundnuts  and  beans  were  in  short  supply  generally  owing 
to  the  large  amount  of  rosette  disease  during  this  and  past 
seasons  and  the  small  amounts  of  available  seed. 

Root  crops  such  as  cassava  and  sweet  potatoes  were  generally 
very  good. 

Crops  in  most  northern  areas,  particularly  North  Nyasa,  were 
excellent  although  the  usual  local  shortage  occurred  in  Mzimba. 

Disappointing  results  are  obtained  on  many  soils  in  the  high¬ 
land  areas  with  the  cow  pea  and  dolichos  bean  in  the  normal 
year  and  it  is  very  apparent  that  other  leguminous  crops  are 
urgently  required  in  the  permanent  agriculture  of  such  areas. 

45472  A  7 


22 


COLONIAL  REPORTS — ANNUAL 


Work  during  the  past  ten  years  on  the  Zomba  Experimental 
Station  has  shown  the  great  value  of  the  soya  bean  as  a  food 
and  rotation  crop  and  it  is  proposed  to  continue  with  extensive 
propaganda  everywhere  to  popularize  this  crop  by  field  and 
cooking  demonstrations.  Pigeon  pea  has  also  been  shown  to  be 
a  valuable  rotation  and  fodder  crop  but  unfortunately  it  yields 
very  poorly  in  areas  where  the  winter  is  characterized  by  very 
cold  nights. 

Issues  of  good  seed  of  the  chief  food  crops  and  of  seed  of 
improved  varieties  have  been  made  from  all  experimental 
stations,  mainly  of  rice  and  pearl  millet  at  lower  elevations  and 
groundnuts  and  maize  in  highland  areas. 

The  campaign  conducted  by  all  officers  and  supervisors  of  the 
Agricultural  Department  in  view  of  the  menace  of  soil  erosion 
has  been  referred  to  and  the  great  value  of  the  broad  base 
Mangum  ridge  terrace  has  been  proved  in  all  districts,  particu¬ 
larly  those  areas  where  supervision  and  assistance  are  given  by 
the  Native  Tobacco  Board  and  its  officers.  When  an  attempt 
is  made  adequately  to  protect  a  large  block  of  land  from 
abnormal  soil  erosion  the  cultivators  concerned  require  very 
careful  supervision  in  the  construction  of  various  works  and  in 
contour  cropping.  Their  interest  has  to  be  aroused  and  it  is 
better  to  prove  to  them  the  value  of  such  works  by  small 
demonstrations  rather  than  to  rush  them  into  an  extended 
scheme  where  inefficiency  in  construction  at  some  critical  point 
may  destroy  their  confidence  in  such  improved  agricultural 
methods  for  years.  Careful  work  with  a  dumpy  level  is  neces¬ 
sary  before  efficient  terraces  can  be  constructed. 

It  may  however  be  mentioned  in  connexion  with  soil  con¬ 
servation  and  the  possibility  of  growing  food  crops  for  many 
years,  if  not  indefinitely,  on  certain  soils  such  as  those  of  the 
Zomba  series,  that  large  blocks  of  land  round  the  villages  of 
progressive  Native  Authorities  have  been  adequately  protected 
with  various  works. 

A  supplementary  campaign  for  the  maintenance  of  soil 
organic  matter  is  proceeding  satisfactorily  but  it  has  been  proved 
on  the  Zomba  Experimental  Station  that  there  is  no  royal  road 
to  the  manufacture  of  a  satisfactory  compost.  The  lines  laid 
down  by  Howard  for  the  Indore  method  must  be  closely  adhered 
to.  The  compost  to  the  amount  of  several  hundred  tons  has 
proved  its  value  on  food  and  tobacco  gardens  in  Zomba  and 
Lilongwe. 

The  problems  of  animal  husbandry  together  with  those  of 
the  production  of  better  foodstuffs  for  the  native,  maintenance 
of  fertility,  and  the  grazing  and  improvement  of  stock,  are 
studied  in  collaboration  with  the  Veterinary  Department  and 
the  herd  on  the  Zomba  Experimental  Station  has  been  very 
useful  in  this  respect. 
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Other  Crops. 

The  reopening  of  sisal  estates  in  Lower  River  areas  has  been 
referred  to. 

The  European  acreage  under  tung  oil  increased  from  341  acres 
in  1935  to  624  acres  during  the  1936  season  and  at  the  beginning 
of  the  1937  season  a  further  300  acres  were  planted.  Most  of 
this  acreage  was  planted  in  Cholo,  Mlanje  and  Zomba,  Aleurites 
montana  forming  the  greater  part  of  the  crop  in  the  drier  areas. 

Work  on  this  variety  on  the  Zomba  Experimental  Station 
has  now  enabled  a  bulletin  to  be  prepared  on  all  its  aspects. 

The  European  coffee  acreage  continues  to  shrink.  Figures 
for  the  past  three  years  are  given  below. 


Total 

Production 

Amount 

exported 

acreage. 

cwt. 

cwt. 

1934  ••• 

1,188 

1,039 

366 

1935  ••• 

995 

1,605 

603 

1936 

837 

533 

168 

It  is  apparent  that  there  are  few  true  coffee  areas  in  Nyasaland; 
the  long  dry  season  and  attack  by  white  stem  borer  are  limiting 
factors  in  the  life  of  the  coffee  tree  in  doubtful  areas.  It  may 
be  said  that  the  limit  of  coffee  areas  in  Nyasaland  may  be 
traced  on  the  dry  season  rainfall  map  by  the  7-inch  isohyet. 

Parts  of  the  Cholo  hills  receive  more  than  this  rainfall  in  the 
average  six  monthly  period  May  to  October  inclusive  and  this 
is  reflected  in  the  superior  results  obtained  by  native  cultivators 
in  these  areas. 


Forestry. 

State  Forests. 

No  new  forest  reserves  were  constituted  during  1936.  The 
amended  boundaries  of  the  Mua  Livulezi  reserve  were  pro¬ 
claimed,  involving  a  small  increase  in  the  area  of  the  reserve. 
The  amendment  was  made  to  excise  land  suitable  for  agri¬ 
culture  and  to  include  land  on  the  escarpment  face. 

All  reserves  were  protected  and  their  boundaries  maintained. 
Complete  protection  from  fire  was  effected  in  the  few  reserves 
under  intensive  management  and  in  the  remainder  controlled 
burning  of  grass  was  carried  out  early  in  the  dry  season.  As 
a  result  of  this  policy  a  marked  improvement  of  the  growing 
stocks  becomes  increasingly  evident. 

Various  areas  of  forest  and  woodland  were  examined  in  both 
provinces  with  a  view  to  their  reservation.  .  There  was  a  large 
increase  in  the  demand  for  timber  of  Widdringtonia  whytei 
(Mlanje  Cypress) ,  the  sales  to  the  public  increased  by  128  per 
cent,  on  the  volume  sold  in  1935-  The  native  sawing  industry, 
which  had  declined  considerably  during  the  previous  few  years, 
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remained  fairly  steady.  Possibilities  of  further  improvement 
will  no  doubt  depend  upon  the  increase  in  local  prosperity.  The 
chief  species  used  at  present  are  Khaya  nyasica,  Pterocarpus 
angolensis  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  Adina  micro cephala.  The 
demand  for  poles  and  firewood  from  reserves  situated  near  the 
townships  was  well  maintained. 

Communal  Forests. 

Further  progress  was  made  in  the  village  forest  scheme  and 
432  new  areas  were  registered  and  allocated  to  villages,  bringing 
the  total  to  3,623  areas  with  an  aggregate  area  of  approximately 
i79C26  acres.  By  means  of  some  concentration  of  staff  in  the 
Lilongwe  and  Dowa  districts  a  comprehensive  check  was  carried 
out  of  the  village  forest  areas  in  those  districts,  involving 
redemarcation  where  necessary  and  a  complete  overhaul  of  the 
registration  forms. 

Stream  Banks  and  Hill  Slopes. 

The  Forest  (Amendment)  Ordinance,  1936,  was  enacted 
which,  with  a  corresponding  amendment  to  the  Forest  Rules, 
reduced  the  protected  area  on  river  banks  from  thirty  yards 
to  eight  yards.  As  stated  in  previous  reports,  relaxation  of  the 
original  law  relating  to  thirty  yards  has  for  some  years  been 
necessary  in  certain  areas  on  account  of  congestion  and  Native 
Authorities  were  given  the  power  to  issue  licences  for  cultiva¬ 
tion  within  the  thirty-yard  limit  but  outside  an  eight-yard  limit. 
In  practice  this  arrangement  has  not  worked  very  satisfactorily 
and  since  the  preservation  of  an  eight-yard  strip  is  considered 
all  that  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  great  majority  of 
streams,  it  is  thought  that  better  results  will  now  be  obtained  by 
concentrating  efforts  on  the  protection  of  this  strip  and  freeing 
the  remaining  twenty- two  yards  from  legal  restriction. 

Investigations  were  made  concerning  hill  slope  cultivation  in 
the  Southern  Province  as  well  as  recommendations  for  the 
evacuation  of  recently  settled  population  on  certain  hills  and 
to  close  to  cultivation  certain  infertile  hill  country  where  cultiva¬ 
tion  would  be  a  source  of  danger  to  the  fertile  plains  of  the  Shire 
valley.  In  the  Northern  Province  the  prohibition  of  cultivation 
on  steep  hills  was  extended. 

Experiments  and  Investigations. 

Observations  and  experiments  in  silviculture  were  continued 
with  particular  regard  to  natural  regeneration,  sowing  and 
planting,  resistance  of  species  to  fire,  rate  of  growth,  time  and 
degree  of  thinnings.  In  the  trials  of  exotic  species  special 
attention  was  given  to  various  species  of  pines  which  have  shown 
promise  since  inoculation  of  soils  with  mycorrhiza  was  begun. 
Some  of  the  pine  plots  established  during  the  past  few  years 
are  showing  promising  growth  and  the  more  extensive  trials  of 
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them  now  being  undertaken  in  a  wider  range  of  soils  should 
indicate  whether  their  introduction  on  a  larger  scale  is 
justifiable. 

The  Check  List  of  identified  trees  and  shrubs  was  published 
by  the  Imperial  Forestry  Institute  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
after  collaboration  with  the  Forestry  Department  in  a  final 
revision.  It  contains  notes  on  forest  types  and  an  index  of 
vernacular  names  so  that  it  may  be  of  some  value  to  agricultural 
officers  and  others  interested  in  the  classification  of  land. 

Revisional  Training. 

The  annual  courses  of  instruction  for  district  native  foresters 
were  held  as  usual  at  Limbe  and  in  the  north,  each  of  about 
two  weeks’  duration.  The  work  was  mainly  of  a  revisional 
character  and  included  a  considerable  amount  of  practical 
work.  Great  stress  was  laid  on  accuracy,  particularly  in  re¬ 
cording.  and  on  general  alertness.  Discussion  between  the 
foresters  themselves  was  encouraged  as  much  as  possible. 

General. 

A  new  scheme  for  regulating  the  construction  of  dug-out 
canoes  was  agreed  to  and  adopted  for  the  whole  Protectorate. 
It  provides  a  system  for  periodical  stock-taking  by  species  of 
trees  which  have  reached  prescribed  dimensions  suitable  for  the 
manufacture  of  canoes.  The  stock-taking  is  to  be  carried  out 
by  Native  Authorities  in  their  sections,  assisted  by  the  district 
forest  guards.  Annual  quotas  are  thereby  fixed  for  the  sections 
on  an  accepted  formula,  until  the  next  stock-taking  is  made 
after  an  interval  of  five  years  or  less.  The  main  object  of  the 
scheme  is  to  encourage  the  conservation  of  suitable  species,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  younger  age-classes  and  to  urge  the  Native  Autho¬ 
rities  to  prevent  unnecessary  waste  of  resources  by  exercising 
control  in  the  opening  up  of  new  land  for  agriculture.  Ancillary 
to  this  system  of  quotas,  the  general  registration  and  marking  of 
canoes  is  also  being  provided  for  by  Native  Authorities  in  their 
canoe  rules,  so  that  control  may  be  as  complete  as  possible. 

There  was  a  small  increase  in  imports  of  unmanufactured 
timber  and  a  large  increase  in  imports  of  plywood  for  tea-chests. 
Although  no  timber  was  exported  during  the  year  there  was  a 
large  increase  in  the  export  of  both  strophanthus  and  beeswax. 

Livestock. 

There  are  signs  that  the  year  1936  was  a  turning  point  in  the 
livestock  industry.  Natives  all  over  the  Protectorate  began  to 
show  interest  in  their  herds  and  to  realize  their  value,  both  from 
the  food  point  of  view  and  for  their  commercial  value.  Figures 
do  not  indicate  startling  increases  but  in  several  districts  where 
herds  have  hitherto  been  allowed  to  stand  idle  natives  are  now 
asking  for  help  and  advice. 
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Demonstrations  in  animal  husbandry,  started  last  year,  have 
produced  good  results  in  more  than  one  area  and  in  Lilongwe 
township  clean  milk  of  good  quality  is  sold  to  Europeans  by 
natives.  In  the  Ncheu  area  a  noticeable  improvement  has  taken 
place  in  the  stabling  of  livestock  generally  and  the  Native  Autho¬ 
rities  are  asking  for  further  instruction. 

In  the  Mzimba  district,  where  no  commercial  interest  in  live¬ 
stock  has  ever  been  evinced,  there  has  been  a  very  welcome 
change.  A  European  firm  started  operations  for  the  making  of 
ghee.  Although  the  price  offered  for  milk  was  of  necessity  low,, 
after  a  slow  start,  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  as 
much  as  could  be  dealt  with.  It  is  at  present  too  early  to  pro¬ 
phesy  but  the  outlook  is  very  promising. 

Further  north,  in  the  North  Nyasa  district,  there  was  also  a 
revival  in  the  industry.  Considerable  numbers  of  cattle  were 
taken  to  the  Lupa  gold  fields,  Tanganyika  Territory,  where 
satisfactory  prices  were  obtained.  A  good  trade  was  started  in 
hides  with  Tukuyu,  also  in  Tanganyika  Territory.  Prices  were 
more  than  satisfactory  and  although  there  are  no  figures  to 
quote  it  is  reported  that  several  thousands  of  hides  were  sold. 
The  natives  of  North  Nyasa  district  are  reported  to  be  more 
properous  than  ever  before.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the 
hides  from  this  district,  where  a  large  number  of  cattle  are 
regularly  dipped,  are  in  great  demand  in  neighbouring  terri¬ 
tories  where  there  are  no  dipping  tanks. 

The  experiment,  made  in  1935  by  the  Turf  Club,  of  importing 
horses  proved  very  satisfactory.  Ponies  having  proved  success¬ 
ful,  horses  were  also  imported  and  the  equine  population  has 
made  a  leap  forward.  Practically  all  horses  are  inoculated 
annually  against  horse  sickness. 

Except  for  an  outbreak  of  Trypanosomiasis  (Tsetse-fly 
disease)  in  the  Blantyre  area,  which  was  the  cause  of  some 
anxiety,  no  serious  outbreak  of  disease  was  recorded  during  the 
year. 

The  increase  in  native  livestock  during  the  year  was  well  up  to 
standard  but  no  appreciable  increase  was  reported  of  European 
stock. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  livestock  of  different 
classes  returned  at  the  end  of  1936:  — 


Livestock. 

European- 

Owned. 

Native- 

Owned. 

Total. 

Cattle 

...  16,215 

206,503 

222,718 

Sheep 

d75 

54>34i 

55,516 

Goats 

401 

260,363 

260,764 

Pigs... 

901 

7L47o 

72,37! 

Horses 

38 

— 

38 

Donkeys 

182 

— 

182 

Minerals. 

The  following  minerals  are  known  to  occur  in  the  Protectorate : 
— Gold,  in  small  amount,  in  the  Lisungwe  Valley,  Blantyre 
District;  bauxite,  in  the  Mlanje  Mountains;  iron-ores,  ilmenite 
and  rutile  in  the  Port  Herald  hills;  corundum  and  zircon  at 
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Tambani  Hill,  Central  Shire  District;  asbestos  in  Ncheu  Dis¬ 
trict;  iron-manganese  ores  on  Chilwa  Island;  graphite  and  mica 
in  Dowa  and  Ncheu  Districts;  galena  in  Dowa  District;  coal  in 
Lower  Shire  and  North  Nyasa  Districts  and  cement  materials 
at  Lake  Malombe  and  in  North  Nyasa  District.  Mica  and 
graphite  were  worked  during  the  European  War  and  shortly 
afterwards,  and  gold  is  worked  from  time  to  time  on  a  small 
scale. 

With  the  aid  of  grants  from  the  Colonial  Development  Fund 
an  investigation  of  the  mineral  resources  of  the  country  is  in 
progress.  During  the  year  the  staff  examined  parts  of  Cholo 
and  Central  Shire  Districts  and  the  mica  and  apatite  deposits  of 
Ncheu  and  South  Nyasa  districts.  A  new  occurrence  of  gold 
was  observed  in  the  eastern  part  of  South  Nyasa  and  this  is 
still  being  investigated. 


Water  Supply. 

The  activities  of  the  Geological  Survey  Department  were 
devoted  in  part  during  1936  to  the  continued  improvement  and 
extension  of  village  water  supplies  with  aid  of  grants  from  the 
Colonial  Development  Fund. 

By  the  end  of  1935,  256  wells  and  bore-holes  had  been  con¬ 
structed,  giving  a  minimum  daily  yield  of  1,311,620  gallons  and 
serving  a  population  of  at  least  60,700  natives  and  non-natives. 
By  their  construction  about  481  square  miles  of  unoccupied 
or  sparsely  populated  country  have  been  opened  up  for  further 
settlement.  During  1936  an  additional  70  wells  and  bore-holes 
were  constructed,  with  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  area  of 
land  opened  up. 

These  water  supply  activities,  which  it  is  proposed  to  continue 
until  1940,  have  been  carried  out  mainly  in  the  country  served 
by  the  Railway  and  the  Railway  Northern  Extension  to  Lake 
Nyasa.  They  have  greatly  stimulated  agricultural  production 
in  the  areas  served  and  have  thereby  provided  freights  for  the 
Railway  and  assisted  in  the  economic  development  of  the 
country.  Moreover,  by  providing  new  land  for  native  settle¬ 
ment  they  have  relieved  the  congestion  in  a  number  of  over¬ 
crowded  areas.  Many  wells  and  bore-holes  have  been  provided 
also  for  native  hospitals,  dispensaries,  markets  and  rest-houses. 


VII.— COMMERCE. 

Nyasaland  being  within  the  region  covered  by  the  Congo 
Basin  Treaties,  1885,  and  the  Convention  of  St.  Germain-en- 
Laye,  1919,  may  not  grant  preferential  rates  of  duty.  Accord¬ 
ingly  its  customs  tariff  applies  equally  to  imports  from  all 
nations. 
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Progress  in  native  agriculture,  the  expansion  of  tea-growing 
areas  and  the  re-opening  of  sisal  plantations  were  the  main 
causes  of  the  improved  trading  conditions  enjoyed  by  the  Pro¬ 
tectorate  as  a  whole,  European-grown  tobacco  with  an  increased 
output  also  contributed,  but  to  a  less  extent.  The  larger  sum 
disbursed  in  the  purchase  of  tobacco  more  than  offset  the  loss 
sustained  owing  to  a  deficiency  in  the  cotton  crop.  Tobacco 
production  improved  over  last  year  by  nearly  32  per  cent,  but 
cotton  declined  by  35  per  cent.  On  balance  it  is  estimated  that 
the  spending  power  of  native  producers  of  these  crops  was 
increased  by  some  £2,000,  whilst  that  of  European  growers 
improved  materially. 

There  were  increased  imports  of  luxury  goods  both  for 
European  and  native  consumption  and  still  greater  imports  of 
a  capital  nature. 

Although  imports  of  cotton  manufactures,  mainly  for  native 
consumption,  fell  short  of  the  quantities  imported  during  the 
preceding  year,  bazaar  sales  exceeded  those  of  1935.  This 
anomaly  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  carry  over  from  1935 
was  considerably  in  excess  of  the  stocks  remaining  in  hand  at 
the  end  of  this  year.  Stocks  of  piece  goods  are  less  owing  to 
manufacturers’  prices,  both  British  and  Japanese,  but  more 
especially  Japanese,  being  higher.  Prices  began  steadily  to  rise 
in  July  and  in  November  they  took  a  sudden  jump.  In  the 
anticipation  that  costs  will  shortly  return  to  the  lower  levels  of 
six  months  ago  merchants  are  indenting  only  on  a  hand  to 
mouth  basis.  Japanese  manufacturers  continue  to  dominate  the 
market. 

After  satisfying  the  sartorial  and  other  urgent  requirements 
of  his  family  and  himself  the  native  turns  his  thoughts  to  a 
bicycle.  Imports  of  bicycles  at  3,233  show  the  amazing  increase 
of  134-4  Per  cent,  over  those  of  1935  which,  again,  were  better 
than  the  1934  imports  by  46-3  per  cent.  If  to  the  number  of 
complete  bicycles  are  added  400  sets  of  component  parts, 
imported  from  different  countries  for  assembly  in  the  Protec¬ 
torate  and  which  for  statistical  purposes  are  allocated  to 
“  Vehicle  parts,”  a  still  better  idea  may  be  obtained  of  the 
growing  popularity  of  this  means  of  transport  and  of  the  increas¬ 
ing  wealth  of  the  native.  Although  a  foreign  bicycle  may  be 
purchased  locally  for  £2  less  than  the  price  asked  for  the  British 
article  the  latter  is  in  greater  demand.  The  native  realizes  that 
the  article  of  better  quality  is  less  expensive  in  the  long  run. 
Hence  the  high  British  percentage  of  95-3  to  the  total  imported. 
The  remaining  4-7  per  cent.  (150  bicycles)  originated  in  Japan. 

The  incidence  of  the  import  trade  for  the  year  1936  is  as 
follows: — Europeans:  64  per  cent.,  Asiatic:  5  per  cent,  and 
Native:  31  per  cent.  For  the  preceding  year  the  percentages 
were  European:  53-37,  Asiatic:  6-44  and  Native:  40- 19. 
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The  volume  of  trade,  which  comprises  domestic  imports  and 
exports  and  goods  carried  in  transit  but  does  not  include 
Government  imports  or  specie,  amounted  to  £1,524,595.  This 
sum  exceeds  the  1935  total  by  £97,283  or  6-8  per  cent.  The 
domestic  trade  value  improved  by  £95,770  or  7  per  cent,  and 
the  transit  trade  by  £1,513  or  2-i  per  cent.  Adding  the  value 
of  Government  imports  and  specie  the  total  for  the  year  is 
£1,684,369  as  compared  with  last  year’s  total  of  £1,497,609. 

Under  their  respective  headings  the  items  which  comprise 
the  trade  volume  are  given  below  in  comparison  with  those  of 
the  previous  year :  — 

Increase.  Decrease. 


Imports  ... 
Exports  . . . 
Transit 

1936. 

£ 

645,900 

806,084 

1935- 

£ 

601,390 

754,824 

£ 

44, 510 

51,260 

Per¬ 

centage. 

(  7*4) 

(  6-8) 

£ 

Per¬ 
centage . 

inwards 

Transit 

46,689 

38,545 

8,144 

(21 -i) 

outwards 

25,922 

32,553 

• 

6,631 

(20-3) 

£1,524,595 

£1,427,312 

£103,914 

£6,631 

The  balance  of  trade  favours  exports  in  each  year  by  £160,184 
and  £153434  respectively. 

A  statement  of  domestic  trade  (excluding  Government  imports 
and  movement  of  specie)  for  the  last  three  years,  showing  imports 
and  exports  separately,  is  given  hereunder:  — 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Year. 

Value. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

£ 

£ 

lb. 

1934 

...  485,306 

771,990 

23,496,468 

1935 

...  601,390 

754,824 

30,413,422 

1936 

...  645,900 

806,084 

33,807,954 

Imports  and  Exports. 

The  total  values  of  the  domestic  import 


respectively,  for  the  years  given  were :  — 


0 

Imports. 

Exports. 

£ 

£ 

1934 

5I9,544 

787,229 

1935 

656,745 

769,766 

1936 

...  794,089 

817,669 

and  export  trade, 


Total 

Trade. 


£ 

1,306,773 

1,426,511 

1,611,758 


The  total  values  of  imports  of  merchandise,  Government 
stores,  bullion  and  specie  into  Nyasaland  for  the  three  years 
given  were :  — 


Trade 

Government 

Bullion 

and 

Imported 

Goods 

Goods. 

Stores. 

Specie. 

Re-exported. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1934  ••• 

...  485,306 

32,840 

1,398 

18,621 

1935  ••• 

...  601,390 

27,109 

28,246 

18,512 

1936  ... 

...  645,900 

27,628 

120,561 

9,457 

PRINCIPAL  TRADE  IMPORTS  (EXCLUDING  GOVERNMENT  IMPORTS)  FOR  HOME  CONSUMPTION  FOR  THE  YEARS  I934-I936. 
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Direction  of  Import  Trade. 

Trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  reflects  a  slight  upward  trend, 
the  value  percentage  of  trade  imports  to  the  total  being  45-2 
as  against  43-2  in  the  previous  year. 

Trade  with  the  rest  of  the  Empire  also  has  increased  from 
5-9  per  cent,  in  1935  to  7-2  per  cent,  making  a  total  Empire 
improvement  of  3-3  per  cent.  This  improvement  is  mainly  at 
the  expense  of  Japan,  the  percentage  from  which  country  de¬ 
clined  by  4-3  when  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  incidence. 
Trade  with  foreign  countries  generally,  fell  from  50-9  per  cent, 
to  47-6  per  cent. 

The  following  statement  indicates  the  percentages  and  nature 
of  the  Protectorate’s  direct  trade,  for  the  first  two  years  with 
the  countries  from  which  imports  were  consigned  and  there¬ 
after  with  the  countries  of  origin:  — 


Countries  and  principal 
items  imported. 

1932. 

United  Kingdom  ...  ...  54 -4 

Provisions  (tinned),  beer 
and  ale,  cheese  and  fats, 
spirits,  wines,  cigarettes,  tea 
chests,  earthenware,  glass¬ 
ware,  sheet  glass,  cement, 
galvanised  iron,  hollow-ware, 
nails,  screws  and  rivets,  iron 
and  steel,  aluminium  ware, 
axes  and  spades,  cutlery, 
hardware,  hose,  tools,  elec¬ 
trical  goods,  agricultural  and 
other  machinery,  sewing 
machines,  typewriters,  weigh¬ 
ing  machines,  cotton  piece 
goods,  handkerchiefs,  carpets 
and  rugs,  hessian  and  sacks, 
boots  and  shoes,  drugs,  soap, 
lubricating  oils,  stationery, 
cycles,  motor  cycles,  motors 
and  lorries,  fertilizers,  musical 
instruments,  tyres,  and  tubes. 


Percentage  to  total 
of  imports. 

1933 ■  1934 ■  I935-  *936 . 
53*4  46-4  43 ’2  45 '2 


India  ...  ...  ...  ...  7*5  3'1  1  '  7  1'5 

Rice,  ghee,  provisions, 
seeds,  cotton  blankets,  cotton 
piece  and  other  cotton  goods, 
sacks  and  hessian,  textiles, 
boots  and  shoes,  candles,  and 
leather  manufactures. 


Canada  ... 

Motor  vehicles. 


i*8  1 • 1  1-3 
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Countries  and  principal  Percentage  to  total 

items  imported.  of  imports. 


1932. 

1933 ■ 

1934- 

1935 • 

1936. 

South  Africa 

Flour,  syrups,  fruits,  jams, 
cigarettes,  tobacco,  electrical 
goods,  stationer}^,  motor  cars, 
lorries,  and  fertilizers. 

2-3 

2  •  0 

i-8 

i-8 

1-9 

Southern  Rhodesia 

Hams  and  bacon,  cheese, 
coal,  electrical  goods,  and 
apparel. 

1 ' 9 

2  •  0 

i-5 

1  •  1 

i*5 

Other  British  Possessions 

Flour,  salt,  and  oil. 

2-4 

1-7 

o-8 

o  •  4 

0-9 

Total  British  Empire  ... 

68-5 

62  •  2 

54'° 

49-1 

52*4 

Portuguese  East  Africa 

Salt,  sugar,  and  coal. 

T5-4 

16  -o 

3-7 

2  •  0 

3-2 

Germany 

3’4 

2*7 

i-8 

2  •  2 

3  *° 

Beer  and  ale,  hollow-ware, 
aluminium  ware,  axes,  cut¬ 
lery,  sewing  machines,  cotton 
blankets,  cotton  piece  goods, 
textiles,  boots  and  shoes, 
haberdashery,  candles,  soap, 
bicycles,  beads,  fertilizers, 
and  lanterns. 


United  States  of  America 

i-4 

0-7 

3-6 

4*4 

5'3 

Provisions  (tinned) ,  agri¬ 
cultural  implements,  elec¬ 
trical  and  industrial  machin¬ 
ery,  typewriters,  cotton  piece 
goods,  motor  cars  and  lorries. 

Japan 

6  •  9 

12*9 

23*8 

29*4 

25-1 

Hollow-ware,  cotton  piece 
goods,  silk,  textiles,  shirts 
and  singlets. 

Holland  ... 

i-5 

i-3 

1  •  6 

0  •  6 

i*4 

Beer  and  ale,  cheese, 
hollow-ware,  cotton  blankets, 
cotton  piece  goods,  and  beads. 
Italy 

1  •  1 

i-5 

1  ’  5 

1*4 

o-5 

Wines,  textiles,  haber¬ 
dashery,  motor  cars  and 
lorries,  and  beads. 

Iran 

2  •  S 

2-5 

2-5 

Motor  spirit  and  oils. 

Dutch  East  Indies 

2  •  2 

2  •  4 

2  •  2 

Motor  spirit  and  oils 

Other  Foreign  Countries 

i-8 

2*7 

5-o 

5-i 

44 

Wines,  spirits,  cement, 
rails,  rolling  stock,  cotton 
goods,  and  matches. 

Total  Foreign  Countries  ... 

31*5 

37*8 

46-0 

50-9 

47-6 

Total  Foreign  Countries  ... 
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Principal  Exports  for  the  Years  1934-6. 


1934 • 

1935 ■ 

1936. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

lb. 

£ 

lb. 

£ 

lb. 

£ 

Coffee 

4L°39 

688 

67,601 

1,127 

37.7°° 

628 

Cotton 

4,147,240 

102,876 

8,194,036 

204,851 

5,320,279 

133.007 

Cotton  Seed 

6,720 

6 

2,650,357 

2,366 

3,760,328 

3.357 

Tea 

4,624,111 

171,470 

6,042,532 

223,876 

7,706,088 

256,870 

Tobacco  . . . 

12,544,126 

470,405 

10,168,641 

296,932 

13,391,54! 

390,587 

Tobacco. — With  a  shipment  weight  of  5,978^  long  tons,  ex¬ 
ports  of  tobacco  improved  by  1,439  tons,  or  31-69  per  cent., 
when  compared  with  the  previous  year’s  output. 

Europeans  produced  approximately  19  per  cent,  and  natives 
on  trust  lands  and  private  estates,  under  European  supervision, 
81  per  cent.  Practically  all  was  disposed  of  in  local  markets 
prior  to  shipment. 

Tobacco  weighing  190,572  lb.  was  consigned  to  Sierra  Leone, 
51,480  lb.  to  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  19,809  lb.  to  Egypt  and 
smaller  quantities  to  Tanganyika  Territory  and  Gambia.  The 
remainder  of  the  crop,  13,110,121  lb.,  was  despatched  to  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Cotton. — Climatic  conditions  badly  affected  the  crop  with  the 
result  that  instead  of  an  increase  over  the  previous  year’s  record 
harvest  anticipated  early  in  the  season  the  export  weight, 
5,320,279  lb.,  fell  short  by  2,873,757  lb.  of  the  1935  figure. 
8,786^  bales,  66  per  cent.,  were  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
1,627  Pales  to  Germany,  467  to  India,  334  to  Belgium  and 
smaller  quantities  to  Danzig,  Poland,  France  and  Holland. 
1,521  bales  are  awaiting  re-consignment  at  Beira. 

Tea. — With  a  net  weight  of  3,440-2  tons  (7,706,088  lb.)  ex¬ 
ports  improved  by  742-6  tons,  equal  to  27-5  per  cent.,  when 
compared  with  similar  experts  of  a  year  ago. 

Over  7^  million  lb.  were  consigned  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
87,660  lb.  to  .Southern  Rhodesia,  19,552  lb.  to  Italy  and  smaller 
quantities  to  Portuguese  East  Africa,  Northern  Rhodesia,  Tripoli 
and  South  Africa. 

Sisal. — Shipments  this  year  weighed  936,969  lb.  (418-3  tons) 
as  compared  with  355  lb.  exported  during  the  previous  year. 
Except  for  2,928  lb.  consigned  to  Southern  Rhodesia  the  whole 
of  the  crop  was  despatched  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Domestic  Exports  in  general  weighed  33,807,954  lb.  (15,093 
tons)  and  were  valued  at  £806,084,  as  compared  with  30,413,422 
lb.  (13,577  tons),  valued  at  £754,824,  shipped  during  the 

45472  A  9 
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previous  year.  Increases  are  thus  shown  of  1,516  tons  (ii-i6 
per  cent.)  and  £51,260  (6-8  per  cent.).  Excluding  re-exports 
weighing  127  tons  and  valued  at  £9,457  the  resulting  figures 
representing  the  actual  products  of  the  Protectorate  are  14,966 
tons,  valued  at  £796,627.  Compared  with  the  produce  exports 
of  1935  respective  increases  of  2,487  tons  (19-9  per  cent.), 
valued  at  £60,315  (8-2  per  cent.)  are  recorded. 

Direction  of  Export  Trade. 

Domestic  produce  consigned  to  the  United  Kingdom  weighed 
30,950,633  lb.  (13,817  tons)  equal  to  92-3  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  and  were  valued  at  £736,080,  equal  to  92-4  per  cent,  of 
the  total  value,  as  compared  with  the  1935  shipments  weighing 
24,833,452  lb.  (11,086  tons),  representing  88-8  per  cent., 
valued  at  £669,355,  equal  to  90-9  per  cent. 

Shipments  to  other  parts  of  the  Empire,  mainly  to  Sierra 
Leone,  India  and  Southern  Rhodesia,  weighed  275  tons  (i-8 
percent.)  and  were  valued  at  £16,015  (2  per  cent.),  as 
against  the  previous  year's  shipments  weighing  721  tons  (5-8 
per  cent.)  valued  at  £33,476  (4-5  per  cent.). 

Foreign  countries,  chiefly  Germany  and  Belgium,  if  exports 
on  consignment  momentarily  allocated  to  Portuguese  East 
Africa  are  excluded,  absorbed  the  balance  of  874  tons  (5-9 
per  cent.)  valued  at  £44,532  (5-6  per  cent.).  In  1935  foreign 
consignments  weighed  672  tons  (5*4  per  cent.)  and  were  valued 
at  £3348i  (4-5  per  cent.). 

Transit  Trade. 

Goods  passing  in  transit  to  and  from  adjacent  territories  were 
valued  at  £72,611  in  comparison  with  £71,098  entered  last  year, 
an  increase  of  £1,513  or  2-i  per  cent.  Transit  imports  which 
consist  of  merchandise  consigned  to  contiguous  territories 
were  valued  at  £46,689  and  show  an  increase  of  21  -i  per  cent, 
when  compared  with  last  year's  figures.  Transit  exports,  con¬ 
sisting  of  produce  emanating  from  contiguous  territories,  de¬ 
creased  in  value  by  £6,631  or  20-3  per  cent. 

Customs  Legislation, 

Ihe  customs  tariff  was  amended  in  April  to  provide  for  the 
free  import  of  crude  oil  for  Diesel  lorries  used  on  private  estates, 
to  reduce  the  maximum  import  duty  on  motor  cars  from 
£2  15s.  od.  per  h.p.  to  £2  5s.  od.  per  h.p.  and  to  permit  the  free 
entry  of  cinema  films  and  lantern  slides  of  an  educational  char¬ 
acter.  Further  amendments  in  October  provided  for  the 
admission  free  of  duty  of  blasting  materials  imported  by  holders 
of  prospecting  or  mining  licences,  chemicals  used  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  tobacco  for  the  West  African  markets  and  stores  and 
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materials  imported  by  the  Railway  Company  for  the  construc¬ 
tion,  equipment  and  maintenance  of  the  railway  and  marine 
services.  Import  values  are  entered  on  a  C.I.F.  Beira  or  Queli- 
mane  basis.  There  is  a  specific  list  containing  33  items,  four 
tables  providing  for  the  levy  of  import  duties  at  from  3  per  cent, 
to  33  per  cent,  ad  valorem ,  a  list  of  goods  which  may  be 
admitted  free  of  all  dues  and  a  general  tariff  of  20  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  on  imports  not  otherwise  classified. 


VIM.— WAGES  AND  COST  OF  LIVING. 

European. 

Nyasaland  has  recovered  to  some  extent  from  its  impoverished 
condition  of  the  last  few  years  and  the  recovery  is  reflected  in 
a  slight  improvement  in  employment.  The  supply  of  candi¬ 
dates  for  unskilled  occupations  still,  however,  exceeds  the  de¬ 
mand  and  the  urgent  necessity  remains  for  the  restriction  of 
European  immigration  to  exclude  persons  who  wish  to  enter  the 
country  in  search  of  employment,  and  even  to  those  who  might 
reasonably  expect  to  obtain  it  while  the  balance  of  unattached 
labour  available  in  the  Protectorate  remains  unabsorbed.  The 
expansion  of  certain  Government  departments  has  enabled  a 
number  of  Europeans  to  obtain  employment  who  would  other¬ 
wise  have  found  difficulty  in  doing  so. 

There  is  little  variation  in  prices  of  commodities  imported  and 
of  local  origin.  Imported  articles  are  costly  owing  to  freight 
and  customs  charges  but  local  produce  is  cheap  and  is  of 
sufficient  variety  and  quality  to  supply  most  of  the  essential 
requirements  of  an  European  household  in  the  way  of  foodstuffs. 
A  bachelor  may  live  in  reasonable  comfort  on  £15  to  £20  a 
month  and  a  married  couple  on  £25. 

Native. 

Rates  of  pay  for  unskilled  labour  vary  from  6s.  to  8s.  a  month 
in  the  Northern  Province  and  from  6s.  to  10s.  in  the  Southern 
Province.  Housing,  firewood  and  food  or  food  allowance  at 
the  option  of  the  employees  are  provided  in  addition.  Drugs 
for  the  treatment  of  the  more  common  complaints  are  stocked 
for  free  issue  by  employers  and  free  treatment  is  given  in 
Government  dispensaries;  more  serious  cases  of  illness  are  sent 
to  the  nearest  hospital,  usually  at  the  expense  of  the  employer. 
The  average  day's  work  for  unskilled  labour  varies  from  four 
to  eight  hours  and  is  dependent  on  whether  it  is  task  or  time 
work  and  on  the  energy  of  the  worker  himself. 

Skilled  labour  is  paid  according  to  qualifications  and  efficiency 
at  rates  varying  from  15s.  to  120s.  a  month. 
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The  rates  of  pay  of  the  Native  Civil  Service,  which  includes 
artisans  as  well  as  clerks  and  which  may  be  said  to  be  similar 
to  those  paid  by  commercial  firms,  are  as  follows:  — 

Grade  III. — £27  per  annum  by  increments  not  exceeding 
£2  per  annum. 

Grade  II. — ^30  to  ,£45  per  annum  by  increments  not 
exceeding  £3  per  annum. 

Grade  I. — ,£50  to  ^200  per  annum  by  increments  varying 
from  £4  to  £12  1  os. 

The  wages  paid  to  domestic  servants  range  from  6s.  a  month 
for  a  pantry  or  kitchen  boy  to  30s.  a  month  for  a  cook,  plus  food 
allowance. 

The  vast  extremes  in  their  mode  of  life  render  it  impossible 
for  any  accurate  statement  to.be  made  as  to  the  cost  of  living 
of  the  native  population,  although  it  may  be  said  that  it  varies 
according  to  the  income  of  the  individual  who  as  a  general  rule 
lives  to  the  full  extent  of  his  resources. 

The  staple  food  is  a  kind  of  porridge  made  from  maize  flour  or 
cassava  which  is  supplemented  by  fish  and  other  relishes  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  means  and  taste  of  the  individual.  Villagers  can  live 
almost  entirely  on  the  produce  of  their  gardens  at  very  little 
expense,  while  those  in  townships  can  feed  themselves  at  a  cost 
of  from  3d.  to  is.  6d.  per  diem  according  to  the  standard  which 
they  maintain. 

IX.— EDUCATION  AND  WELFARE  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  European  staff  of  the  Education  Department  consists  of 
a  Director  and  a  clerk  at  headquarters,  two  Superintendents  of 
Education  who  are  largely  employed  in  inspection  work  and  a 
staff  of  five  at  the  Jeanes  Training  Centre.  The  African  staff 
consists  of  four  clerks  and  five  teachers. 

European  Education. 

The  European  population  of  Nyasaland  is  approximately 
1,800  and  is  centred  chiefly  round  the  townships  of  Blantyre, 
Limbe  and  Zomba  and  in  the  Cholo  and  Mlanje  districts  in  the 
Southern  Province,  and  in  the  Lilongwe  district  in  the  Northern 
Province.  There  are  four  primary  schools  for  European 
children  of  which  two  are  conducted  by  Missions  and  have 
boarding  accommodation.  They  are  situated  at  Limbe  and 
Mkhoma.  In  Blantyre  and  Zomba  there  are  day  schools  con¬ 
ducted  by  private  individuals.  The  schools  are  assisted  by 
grants  from  Government  and  are  inspected  by  officers  of  the 
Education  and  Medical  Departments.  Education  is  not  free  but 
the  Government  grant  to  the  schools  amounts  to  nearly  50  per 
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cent,  of  their  revenue.  If  parents  cannot  afford  to  pay  the  fees 
these  are  remitted  by  Government  and  additional  grants  are 
paid  to  the  school.  Boarding  fees  may  be  remitted  as  well  as 
tuition  fees. 

These  schools  are  intended  only  for  children  between  the  ages 
of  5  and  ii.  It  is  highly  desirable,  for  climatic  and  cultural 
reasons,  that  children  should  not  stay  in  the  Protectorate 
beyond  the  age  of  ii.  As  an  increasing  proportion  of  Nyasaland 
children  go  to  schools  in  Southern  Rhodesia,  the  curriculum 
in  the  Nyasaland  schools  is  based  on  that  of  the  Southern 
Rhodesian  Education  Department.  It  is  hoped  that  in  1937  and 
subsequent  years  an  inspector  of  that  department  will  visit  the 
Nyasaland  schools  annually  to  act  as  a  liaison  officer  and  to 
ensure  similarity  of  standard. 

Under  a  Government  bursary  scheme  parents  are  assisted, 
when  necessary,  in  sending  children  over  the  age  of  11  years 
to  schools  in  Southern  Rhodesia.  The  bursaries  vary  in  amount 
according  to  the  need  of  the  individual  and  may  be  as  high  as 
three-quarters  of  the  total  cost  of  the  child’s  education. 
Bursaries  are  normally  renewed  annually  until  the  child  has 
reached  the  age  of  16.  In  1936  bursaries  were  given  amounting 
to  a  total  of  £798. 

The  Government  of  Southern  Rhodesia  generously  treats 
children  from  Nyasaland  on  an  equal  basis  with  its  own  children 
and  charges  only  for  board  and  not  for  tuition. 

During  the  year  there  was  published  the  report  of  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Commissioner  appointed  in  1935  “  to  enquire  into  and 
report  upon  the  present  system  of  European  Education  on  all 
its  bearings  in  the  Colony  of  Southern  Rhodesia.”  Of  particular 
interest  are  the  recommendations  which  it  contains  for  ( a )  the 
establishment  of  middle  schools  with  a  rural  bias  and  ( b )  improv¬ 
ing  facilities  for  vocational  training.  The  Government  of 
Southern  Rhodesia  has  not  yet  made  known  all  its  intentions  in 
the  matter  but  it  has  promised  that  it  will  make  available  for 
Nyasaland  children,  pari  passu  with  its  own,  any  additional 
facilities  which  may  be  provided.  Nyasaland  is  fortunate  in 
having  as  neighbour  a  state  which  has  already  done  much  and 
is  prepared  to  do  more  to  assist  it  in  the  education  of  its 
European  children. 

A  few  statistics  relating  to  the  schools  in  Nyasaland  and  to 
expenditure  on  European  education  are  appended. 
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African  Education. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Government  Jeanes  Training  Centre 
all  schools  for  Africans  in  the  Protectorate  are  managed  by  the 
Missions.  The  work  of  the  Education  Department  is  to  advise 
and  co-ordinate.  Grants  are  paid  to  approved  mission  schools: 
in  1936  the  total  paid  to  the  Missions  in  grants  was 
£10,999  I0S*  6d. 

As  forecast  in  the  Report  for  1935  it  has  been  possible  during 
1936  to  extend  the  scope  of  the  Jeanes  Training  Centre.  From 
its  foundation  in  1928  the  Centre  has  been  training  selected 
mission  teachers  and  their  wives  as  supervisors  of  village  schools 
and  as  community  workers.  In  1934  an  experiment  was  made 
by  adding  a  course  of  four  months  for  six  native  chiefs  and 
their  wives,  with  the  idea  of  instilling  in  them  a  sense  of  re¬ 
sponsibility  for,  and  encouraging  a  more  personal  interest  in, 
the  social  and  economic  welfare  of  their  people.  The  course 
was  such  a  success  that  it  was  decided  to  continue  it  annually. 
This  chiefs'  course  has  lead  on  to  another  for  training  men  and 
their  wives  to  assist  the  chiefs  in  general  community  work. 
Since  its  formation  the  Centre  has  been  liberally  assisted  by  the 
Carnegie  Corporation  which  from  1928  to  1935  granted  £1,000 
a  year  towards  its  upkeep.  In  November,  1935,  the  grant 
was  doubled  and  guaranteed  for  a  period  of  three  years  to 
make  the  new  courses  possible. 

The  Report  for  1935  indicated  that  the  experiment  had  been 
made,  at  the  express  desire  of  a  native  chief  and  his  people,  of 
introducing  compulsory7  education  in  a  small  area  in  the  north 
of  the  Protectorate.  The  experiment  shows  promise  of  success 
and  has  acted  as  an  incentive  to  other  chiefs,  improved  school 
attendances  being  reported  from  a  number  of  districts.  There 
is  still  much  to  be  accomplished  before  the  village  schools 
become  the  centre  of  social  and  economic  development  in  the 
rural  communities,  but  much  has  been  done  by  enlisting  the 
active  support  of  the  chiefs. 

The  question  of  secondary  education  becomes  more  acute. 
There  are  as  yet  no  secondary  schools  in  the  Protectorate  and 
the  Advisory  Committee  on  Education,  a  body  fully  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Missions  and  Government,  has  again  reviewed  the 
possibility  of  establishing  one  or  two  secondary  schools.  Finance 
is  at  present  the  difficulty.  The  appointment  of  a  Commission 
to  meet  in  Uganda  early  in  1937  to  review  the  future  of  secondary 
and  university  education  in  the  East  African  Colonies  should 
be  of  inestimable  value  in  assisting  the  formation  of  a  policy  in 
which  Nyasaland  can  co-operate. 

Statistics  relating  to  pupils,  schools  and  expenditure  on  African 
education  are  appended. 


Native  Education  (Primary  and  Vocational). 
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Indian  Education. 

The  Asiatic  population  of  the  Protectorate  includes  some  120 
children  of  school  age.  Many  missions  have  admitted  in  the 
past,  and  still  do  admit,  Indian  and  half-caste  children  into 
African  schools  but  from  time  to  time  in  the  Blantyre-Limbe 
and  Zomba  areas  sections  of  the  Indian  community  have  started 
schools.  The  Government  has  been  prepared  to  assist  Indian 
schools  financially  as  soon  as  it  has  been  established  that  the 
community  supports  them.  Grants  have  been  paid  for  two  or 
three  years  but  no  school  has  survived  for  long. 

Late  in  1935  a  school  for  Indian  and  half-caste  children  was 
established  in  Limbe  by  the  wife  of  an  Indian  medical  prac¬ 
titioner.  She  is  a  trained  teacher.  The  school  has  been  effi¬ 
ciently  conducted  throughout  the  year  and  has  been  given 
financial  assistance  by  Government. 

The  Indian  Community  in  Zomba  re-opened  its  school  late 
in  1936 :  it  will  receive  financial  assistance  from  Government  in 
1937  if  properly  conducted. 


X.— COMMUNICATIONS  AND  TRANSPORT. 

Shipping. 

Except  for  the  steamers  of  the  British  India  Line  which  main¬ 
tain  a  regular  mail  service  there  are  no  fixed  sailing  dates  from 
Beira  to  England,  although  the  intermediate  vessels  of  the  Union 
Castle  Mail  Steamship  Company  call  frequently  at  this  port. 
The  sea  voyage  from  England  to  Beira  takes  about  thirty  days 
by  steamers  of  these  lines  and  from  five  to  six  weeks  by  other 
vessels. 

Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Trans-Zambezia  Railway  in  1922 
the  main  means  of  communication  with  the  sea  was  by  the 
Shire  and  Zambezi  Rivers  to  Chinde,  but  since  then  river  trans¬ 
port  has  declined  and  is  now  confined  to  a  small  traffic,  mainly 
in  sugar  and  salt,  between  Zambezi  ports  and  Port  Herald  on 
the  Shire.  Water  transport  is  now  therefore  mainly  confined 
to  Lake  Nyasa  and  this  may  be  expected  to  become  of  increas¬ 
ing  importance  with  the  extension  of  the  railway  to  the  Lake. 

For  many  years  the  Government  Marine  Transport  Depart¬ 
ment  operated  a  monthly  sailing  of  the  s.s.  Guendolen  from 
Fort  Johnston,  carrying  goods  and  passengers  to  various  ports 
on  the  Lake,  the  round  trip  taking  fifteen  days.  Calls  were 
made  at  a  number  of  small  ports  the  principal  being  Domira 
Bay,  Kota-Kota,  Nkata  Bay,  Florence  Bay,  Karonga  and 
Mwaya,  the  last-named  being  in  Tanganyika.  There  are  also 
two  vessels  belonging  to  the  Universities  Mission  to  Central 
Africa  on  the  Lake  and  one  privately-owned  steamer. 
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In  1936  the  Nyasaland  Railways  took  over  the  existing  lake 
service  from  Government  and  inaugurated  an  auxiliary  service 
for  which  purpose  a  new  motor-driven  vessel,  the  M.V.  Mpasa, 
was  put  into  service  on  the  Lake.  This  vessel  was  transported 
to  the  lake  shore  in  sections  where  it  was  erected  and  successfully 
launched  on  the  20th  of  December,  1935.  The  deadweight  cargo 
capacity  is  250  tons  and  accommodation  for  four  European 
passengers  is  provided. 

Railways. 

Communication  with  the  sea  is  effected  by  the  Nyasaland 
Railways  and  the  Central  Africa  Railway  running  to  the  north 
bank  of  the  Zambezi  River  and  the  Trans-Zambezia  Railway 
which  runs  from  the  south  bank  to  Beira.  The  river  termini 
of  these  railways  were  situated  at  Chindio  and  Murraga  respec¬ 
tively  and  were  connected  between  these  two  points  by  a  steamer 
ferry.  The  difficulties  and  delays  in  transhipping  heavy  goods 
traffic  by  means  of  this  ferry  service  were  enormous  and  in  1930 
the  project  of  providing  a  bridge  over  the  Zambezi  River 
between  Sena  on  the  south  and  Dona  Anna  on  the  north  bank, 
about  26  miles  upstream  from  Murraga,  was  put  into  effect. 
Rapid  progress  was  made  and  on  the  1st  of  March,  1935,  the  first 
passenger  and  mail  trains  crossed  the  Zambezi  Bridge,  thus 
establishing  through  communication  between  Nyasaland  and  the 
port  of  Beira  and  completing  the  project  of  giving  Nyasaland 
reliable  and  unbroken  access  to  the  seaboard.  The  bridge  has  a 
total  length  of  12,064  feet  or  2*285  miles  and  approximately 
17,000  tons  of  steelwork  were  used  in  its  construction.  It  is  the 
longest  railway  bridge  in  the  world. 

In  1934  an  extension  of  the  Nyasaland  Railways  from  Blantyre 
to  Salima,  a  distance  of  160  miles,  was  opened  for  traffic. 

Nyasaland  now  possesses  an  unbroken  transportation  system 
extending  from  her  most  northerly  boundary  to  the  final  outlet 
at  Beira,  the  third  most  important  port  in  the  South  African 
sub-continent. 

Of  the  Nyasaland  Railways  and  Central  Africa  Railway,  289 
miles  lie  within  the  Protectorate  and  24  miles  in  Portuguese 
Territory,  while  the  Trans-Zambezi  Railway,  182  miles,  lies 
wholly  in  Portuguese  Territory.  All  these  railways  are  3  feet 
6  inch  gauge  and  are  fully  equipped  for  the  conveyance  of  goods 
and  passengers.  They  are  under  one  combined  management 
locally  and  share  a  common  office  and  management  in  London. 

Nyasaland  Railways,  Ltd.,  was  registered  in  October,  1930,  to 
acquire  the  debenture  stock  and  shares  of  the  Shire  Highlands 
Railway,  Nyasaland,  Ltd.,  which  had  previously  owned  and 
operated  the  line  between  Blantyre  and  Port  Herald  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  issued  share  capital  of  the  Central  Africa 
Railway  Co.,  Ltd.,  which  owns  the  line  from  Port  Herald  to 
Dona  Anna  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  The  Trans- 
Zambezia  Railway  Co.,  Ltd.,  was  registered  in  1919  to  construct 
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and  work  in  the  territory  of,  and  under  concession  from,  the 
Companhia  de  Mocambique  156  miles  of  railway  from  Murraga 
(since  extended  to  Sena,  a  further  25  miles)  on  the  southern  bank 
of  the  Zambezi  River  to  Dondo  on  the  Beira  Junction  Railway, 
18  miles  from  Beira,  the  Company  to  have  running  rights  over 
these  18  miles  of  Beira  line  with  terminal  and  other  facilities. 


Roads. 


The  following  table  gives  the  mileage  of  public  roads  in  each 
class :  — 


Aggregate  Length. 


Class  I . — Paved  surface. 

Miles. 

(a)  Full  width 

4 

(b)  Tracks  or  strips 

2 

Class  II. — Improved  surface. 

(a)  Water-bound  macadam 

4  90 

(b)  Gravel,  laterite,  etc _  ...  ...  j 

Class  III . — Natural  surface. 

(a)  All-weather  ... 

855 

{b)  Seasonal 

...  2,468 

Total 

...  3,419 

Included  in  the  seasonal  category  are  514  miles  of  district 
roads  usable  by  light  vehicles  only. 

The  maximum  gross  weight  of  vehicles  permitted  on  public 
roads  is  restricted  as  follows:  — 

Class  I  and  II. — Eight  tons  throughout  the  year. 

Class  III  [a). — Five  tons  June  to  November  inclusive. 
Two  tons  December  to  May  inclusive. 

Class  III  ( b ). — On  roads  suitable  for  light  lorries  two 
tons  throughout  the  year. 

Under  special  conditions  vehicles  up  to  five  tons  gross  weight 
are  permitted  to  use  roads  in  Class  III  (a)  throughout  the  year. 

The  road  system  serves  all  areas  of  production  not  directly 
served  by  rail  or  lake  steamer  and  gives  access  by  motor-car 
(but  in  a  few  cases  in  the  dry  season  only)  to  all  administrative 
stations. 

Connection  with  the  road  systems  of  neighbouring  territories 
is  made  as  follows:  — 

With  Northern  Rhodesia,  Tanganyika  and  the  North, 
between  Fort  Hill  and  Tunduma,  near  the  northern  border. 

With  Northern  Rhodesia  (Fort  Jameson — Lusaka  Road) 
between  Fort  Manning  and  Fort  Jameson  on  the  western 
border. 

With  Portuguese  East  Africa  near  Mlanje  on  the  eastern 
border. 

With  Portuguese  East  Africa  and  Southern  Rhodesia 
(Blantyre — Tete — Salisbury  Road)  near  Mwanza  on  the 
south-western  border. 
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The  route  traversing  Nyasaland  is  the  shortest  between  South 
Africa  and  Kenya  and  is  used  increasingly  by  travellers  on 
business  or  pleasure.  It  was  brought  into  some  prominence  by 
being  used  in  1936  for  the  road  race  from  Nairobi  to 
Johannesburg. 

The  condition  of  the  roads  is  generally  recognized  as  compar¬ 
ing  favourably  with  that  of  roads  elsewhere  in  Africa. 

Air,. 

No  large  increases  in  air  traffic  to  and  from  Nyasaland  are  to 
be  recorded  for  the  year  1936.  The  present  twice-weekly  services 
to  and  from  Salisbury  and  Beira  would  appear  therefore  to 
satisfy  fully  all  the  needs  of  Nyasaland  in  this  respect  at  the 
present  stage  of  the  country’s  development. 

The  use  of  aircraft  within  the  borders  of  the  Protectorate 
increased  considerably  during  the  year  under  review  due  to  the 
greater  use  of  aircraft  for  Government  purposes  and  to  the 
flying  of  the  training  machine  of  the  Nyasaland  Aero  Club.  This 
club  was  particularly  active  in  its  training  programme  during 
1936.  Realizing  the  need  for  pilots  for  use  in  defence  it  em¬ 
barked  on  a  scheme  of  training  which  included  an  offer  of  free 
tuition  in  flying,  elementary  ground  engineering  and  navigation 
for  six  young  men. 

In  all  five  pilots  were  trained  to  “  A  ”  licence  standard  and 
two  others  had  reached  the  solo  stage  of  flying  before  the  end 
of  the  year.  This  represents  a  considerable  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  club  and  its  members  as  all  services  in  connexion  with  flying 
instruction  and  maintenance  are  given  quite  voluntarily  and  no 
paid  staff  of  any  description  is  employed. 

The  excellent  condition  in  which  the  aerodromes  and  landing 
grounds  have  been  maintained  by  the  responsible  officers  and 
their  comparatively  large  number,  have  made  Nyasaland  one  of 
the  safest  countries  in  Africa  for  pilots  and  aircraft. 


Motor  Transport. 

The  following  table  gives  statistics  of  the  motor  transport  in 
use  in  Nyasaland  during  the  past  ten  years. 


Type  of 
Vehicle. 

1 927- 

1928. 

1929. 

1930. 

I93i ■ 

1932. 

1933 • 

1934- 

1935 • 

J9. 

Cars  and  lorries 
Trailers 

Motor  bicycles 
and  side-cars. 

765 

82 

1,052 

1,044 

105 

iT39 

1,096 

96 

1,187 

1,267 

104 

1,211 

1,255 

102 

866 

i,3i5 

103 

908 

1,263 

97 

783 

1,217 

106 

700 

1,286 

93 

630 

i,3 

5 

Percentage  in¬ 
crease. 

29*2 

20-6 

4  ‘ 1 

11-85 

— 

4  *63 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Percentage  de¬ 
crease. 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

14-17 

— 

7-88 

5  ’  59 

0  •  69 

1  • 
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Of  the  1,892  motor  vehicles  in  Nyasaland  1,472  are  owned  by 
Europeans,  240  by  Asiatics  and  180  by  Africans.  These  figures 
represent  a  ratio  of  one  vehicle  to  1  -2,  6*5  and  8,997-4  of  the 
European,  Asiatic  and  African  populations,  respectively,  or  one 
to  857-8  of  the  total  population. 

The  saloon  car  with  fixed  head  is  the  most  popular  model 
for  private  use  but  box  body  vehicles  of  the  Ford  V  8  and 
Chevrolet  6  type  are  also  very  popular  with  residents  living 
in  out  districts  who  frequently  use  their  cars  for  carrying  parcels, 
stores,  etc. 

Transporters  appear  to  favour  the  fast  light  lorry  of  the 
40-60  cwt.  pay-load  capacity.  At  present  there  are  only  seven 
heavy  fuel  lorries  in  the  Protectorate  and  most  of  these  are 
recent  importations. 

The  number  of  motor  cycles  is  decreasing  each  year.  This 
is  not  because  these  machines  are  not  suitable  for  the  country 
but  because  of  the  increasing  use  which  is  made  of  the  popular 
light  cars  which  afford  protection  from  sun  and  rain.  Ninety- 
seven  per  cent,  of  the  native-owned  motor  vehicles  are  second¬ 
hand  motor  cycles. 


Postal. 

There  are  forty-four  post  offices  in  the  Protectorate  and  one 
office  which  transacts  telegraph  business  only.  These  offices 
are  spread  throughout  the  whole  country  from  Karonga  in  the 
north,  approximately  18  miles  from  the  Tanganyika  border,  to 
Port  Herald  in  the  south,  16  miles  from  the  Portuguese  border 
and  are  connected  by  mail  services  varying  in  frequency  from 
once  daily  to  once  weekly. 

The  post  office  at  Domira  Bay  was  closed  on  the  17th  of 
May.  It  became  necessary  to  abandon  the  office  in  consequence 
of  the  rise  of  the  lake  level.  Postal  and  telegraph  business  was 
transferred  to  Salima. 

Mails  are  forwarded  by  rail,  motor  lorry,  lake  steamer  and 
mail  carrier  as  well  as  by  air. 

The  motor  mail  service  has  been  still  further  extended,  and 
Karonga,  the  most  northerly  post  office,  has  now  been  brought 
to  within  31  days  of  London.  The  mail  for  the  most  northerly 
offices  is  conveyed  from  the  railhead  at  Salima  to  Mzimba  by 
lorry  and  beyond  that  point  is  forwarded  by  mail  carriers.  Mails 
for  Ncheu,  Mlangeni,  Dedza  and  Mkhoma  are  off-loaded  at 
Balaka  station  and  conveyed  to  their  destination  by  motor  lorry. 
Those  for  other  northern  offices  are  conveyed  from  Blantyre  to 
Salima  by  rail  and  thence  to  Dowa  and  Lilongwe  by  motor  lorry. 
A  further  motor  service  operates  to  the  border  station  of  Fort 
Manning  and  continues  thence  to  Fort  Jameson  in  Northern 
Rhodesia. 
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The  mail  carrier  services  are  maintained  during  all  weathers 
and  the  results  speak  well  for  this  type  of  service,  considering 
the  adverse  conditions  which  are  met  with  especially  during  the 
wet  season.  A  new  type  of  single-barrel  shotgun  has  been 
issued  to  the  carriers  on  several  routes.  This  replaces  the  old 
type  of  Martini-Henry  rifle  which  has  hitherto  been  their  means 
of  protection  against  wild  animals.  An  overnight  service 
operating  for  six  nights  a  week  maintains  communication 
between  Blantyre,  Limbe  and  Zomba,  a  distance  of  42  miles. 
Two  relays  of  men  are  employed  on  the  journey  and,  leaving 
each  end  at  3.30  p.m.,  they  deliver  the  mail  at  its  destination  at 
7.30  a.m.  on  the  following  day. 

From  Karonga  the  carrier  service  is  continued  west  to 
Abercorn  and  Fife  in  Northern  Rhodesia,  and  north  to  Tukuyu 
in  Tanganyika  Territory.  Other  branch  carrier  services  connect 
the  lake  stations  to  the  main  route. 

Once  every  four  weeks,  letter  mails  for  the  lake  stations  and 
parcel  mails  for  all  stations  north  of  Mzimba  are  forwarded  by 
rail  to  Chipoka,  on  the  northern  extension,  for  transfer  to  the 
s.s.  Guendolen  or  m.v.  Mpasa  which,  after  a  round  trip  of  Lake 
Nyasa,  return  12  days  later  with  out-going  mails. 

Letter  mails  are  despatched  to,  and  received  from,  South 
Africa,  Southern  and  Northern  Rhodesia  and  Portuguese  East 
Africa  by  rail  twice  weekly.  Overseas  letter  mails  are 
despatched  and  received  once  weekly  and  are  conveyed  by  rail 
to  and  from  Capetown,  via  Beira  and  Salisbury  and  by  Union 
Castle  steamer  between  Capetown  and  Southampton.  The  time 
taken  from  Blantyre  to  Southampton  is  22  days,  and  in  the 
reverse  direction  21  \  days.  Overseas  parcel  mails  are  railed  to 
and  from  Beira  and  carried  by  steamer  between  that  port  and 
London.  The  time  occupied  in  transit  is  approximately  41  days. 

Letter  mails  circulating  to  and  from  external  countries  are 
dealt  with  by  the  travelling  post  office  which  operates  between 
Blantyre  and  Sena  (P.E.A.)  twice-weekly  in  both  directions. 

On  the  1st  of  April  the  African  Postal  and  Telecommunication 
Union  was  formed  and  fills  a  long  felt  need  for  closer  co-opera¬ 
tion  in  post  office  matters  between  the  countries  in  southern 
Africa.  One  of  the  immediate  benefits  derived  from  this  union 
was  the  introduction  of  a  flat  rate  of  postage  between  the 
countries  participating. 

Air  Mails. 

As  a  result  of  the  duplicated  Imperial  Airways  service  between 
London  and  Durban  there  is  now  a  twice-weekly  air  mail  to 
most  countries.  The  branch  services  between  Salisbury  and 
Blantyre  are  operated  by  Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  Airways, 
Limited,  as  is  also  the  once-weekly  service  between  Blantyre 
and  Beira. 
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Telegraphs. 

The  main  telegraph  system  was  originally  constructed  by  the 
African  Transcontinental  Telegraph  Company.  Cecil  Rhodes, 
who  was  the  driving  force  behind  the  company,  conceived  the 
idea  of  linking  up  by  telegraph  the  distant  countries  under 
British  control  north  of  the  Zambezi,  with  a  view  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  an  all-red  Cape  to  Cairo  telegraph  route.  He  thus 
hoped  to  secure  an  alternative  route  between  South  Africa  and 
Great  Britain  cheaper  than  that  provided  by  the  submarine 
cable  from  Capetown,  by  which  route  the  charge  was  then  ns. 
a  word. 

The  line  was  built  from  Salisbury,  Southern  Rhodesia,  via 
Tete  in  Portuguese  territory  to  Blantyre  in  1896.  From  Blantyre 
the  construction  proceeded  northwards  along  the  Lake  shore  to 
Karonga  in  the  extreme  north  of  the  Protectorate,  where  it 
branched  north-west  of  Fife  and  Abercorn  and,  crossing  the 
then  German  East  Africa  border,  proceeded  northwards  through 
Bismarcksburg  (now  Kasanga)  to  Ujiji  on  the  eastern  shore  of 
Lake  Tanganyika. 

Ujiji  was  reached  in  1902,  the  year  in  which  Cecil  Rhodes 
died,  and  with  his  death  the  construction  ceased.  The  dream  of 
linking  up  the  south  by  direct  telegraph  line  with  the  north  never 
matured.  The  advent,  since  those  days,  of  railways,  motor 
roads  and  wireless  telegraphy,  including  beam  working  has 
helped  to  achieve  in  other  ways  the  objects  for  which  the  line 
was  built.  Cable  rates  by  beam  wireless  from  Southern 
Rhodesia  to  Great  Britain  are  now  is.  2d.  and  7d.  a  word. 
From  Nyasaland  the  charges  are  is.  7d.  and  9^d.  A  branch 
line  was  also  constructed  by  the  African  Transcontinental  Tele¬ 
graph  Company  from  Domira  Bay  to  Fort  Jameson  where  a 
telegraph  office  was  opened  in  1898. 

In  1925  the  Company  went  into  liquidation  and  its  immov¬ 
able  assets,  represented  by  over  1,000  miles  of  well-built  tele¬ 
graph  line  and  numerous  telegraph  offices  in  Nyasaland, 
Northern  Rhodesia  and  Tanganyika,  were  taken  over  by  the 
respective  Governments  at  a  purchase  price  of  £12,500,  the 
Nyasaland  share  being  £10,750.  The  section  running  through 
Portuguese  territory  was  purchased  for  £2,000,  the  Nyasaland 
and  Southern  Rhodesia  Governments  sharing  the  cost  on  the 
basis  of  line  mileage  each  side  of  the  Zambezi. 

Since  that  date  new  lines  have  been  built  by  Government  and 
additional  offices  opened,  the  total  number  of  the  offices  now 
being  27,  excluding  16  public  telegraph  offices  which  are 
operated  by  Nyasaland  Railways,  Limited. 

The  formation  of  the  African  Postal  and  Telecommunication 
Union  resulted  in  a  considerable  reduction  in  telegraph  rates  to 
and  from  the  Administrations  concerned. 
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The  rise  in  the  Lake  level  inundated  a  considerable  length  of 
the  main  telegraph  line  to  Karonga  and  deviations  north  of 
Ntakataka  were  necessary.  Altogether  51  miles  of  new  line 
were  erected  and  the  line  to  Fort  Jameson  which  previously 
branched  off  at  Domira  Bay  was  brought  into  Salima. 

Telephones. 

There  are  nine  post  office  telephone  exchanges  and  three  rail¬ 
way  and  eighteen  post  office  public  call  offices,  providing  tele¬ 
phone  intercommunication  between  all  important  centres  south 
of  the  Lake.  The  total  number  of  telephones  in  use  is  now  344. 

Wireless. 

There  are  no  wireless  transmitting  stations  operating  in  the 
Protectorate  either  for  commercial  or  broadcasting  purposes. 

The  number  of  wireless  receiving  sets  used  by  private  persons 
continues  to  increase  and  during  the  year  64  new  sets  were 
licensed.  Of  the  260  sets  at  present  in  use  190  are  of  British 
make,  44  American,  17  Dutch  and  the  remainder  the  product 
of  various  other  countries. 

XI.— BANKING,  CURRENCY,  AND  WEIGHTS  AND 

SVSEASURES. 

Banking. 

The  Standard  Bank  of  South  Africa,  Limited,  maintains 
branches  at  Blantyre,  Limbe,  Lilongwe  and  Zomba,  while 
Barclays  Bank  (Dominion,  Colonial  and  Overseas)  has  branches 
at  Blantyre  and  Limbe. 

The  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  conducts  business  at  the 
twenty-two  more  important  offices.  The  bank  continues  to  grow 
in  popularity  with  all  sections  of  the  community  and  there  was 
a  considerable  increase  in  both  the  number  and  value  of  accounts 
during  1936  as  compared  with  the  previous  year's  totals. 

The  number  of  open  accounts  rose  from  1,981  in  1935  to  2,366 
in  1936,  while  the  total  amount  on  deposit  advanced  from 
£44,202  to  £48,550,  representing  increases  of  19  per  cent,  and 
10  per  cent,  respectively. 

Currency. 

English  gold,  silver  and  copper  coins  are  legal  tender  in  the 
Protectorate.  The  gold  standard  was  abandoned  with  effect 
from  the  12th  of  October,  1931,  and  the  English  sovereign  is 
now  at  a  premium  of  12s.  6d.  Bank  notes  issued  by  the  Standard 
Bank  of  South  Africa,  Limited,  and  Barclays  Bank  (Dominion, 
Colonial  and  Overseas)  in  the  territory  of  Southern  Rhodesia 
are  legal  tender  in  Nyasaland.  Silver  coins  of  the  denominations 
half-crown,  florin,  shilling,  sixpence  and  threepence  and  cupro¬ 
nickel  coins  isued  by  the  Government  of  Southern  Rhodesia  are 
current  in  the  Protectorate  and  are  legal  tender  for  any  amount 
not  exceeding  £2. 
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Weights  and  Measures. 

Imperial  weights  and  measures  are  in  standard  use  through¬ 
out  the  Protectorate. 


XI!.— PUBLIC  WORKS. 


The  headquarters  office,  workshops  and  stores  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  are  located  at  Zomba.  For  executive  pur¬ 
poses  two  divisions,  the  Southern  and  Central,  are  established 
each  under  an  Executive  Engineer  with  headquarters  at 
Blantyre  and  Dedza  respectively.  The  South  Nyasa  area  and 
the  Northern  area  are  in  charge  of  Assistant  Engineers  stationed 
respectively  at  Fort  Johnston  and  Mzimba. 

The  following  are  the  figures  of  expenditure  in  1935  and 
1936 : 


1935 • 

T936.* 

£ 

£ 

Public  Works  Department 

21,679 

23,301 

Public  W orks  Recurrent ... 

12,818 

13,834 

Public  Works  Extraordinary 

3,601 

10,643 

Loan  Expenditure  : — 

East  African  Loan,  Roads 

7 >799 

1,020 

Colonial  Development  Fund  ... 

1,731 

1,5m 

£47,628 

^50,317 

*  Subject  to  adjustment  on  closure  of  accounts  for  the  year. 

The  annual  estimates  provided  for  expenditure  in  1936  on 
the  restricted  scale  which  has  been  necessitated  during  the  period 
of  financial  depression,  with  the  exception,  however,  that  for 
road  maintenance  £1,000  more  was  provided,  making  a  total 
of  £10,000.  The  only  capital  works  provided  for  in  these  esti¬ 
mates  were  the  extension  of  the  Zomba  electric  lighting  system, 
the  purchase  of  a  house  at  Blantyre,  the  erection  of  some  native 
staff  quarters  and  a  few  minor  items  making  a  total  of  £2,140. 

Owing  to  an  improvement  in  the  financial  situation  supple¬ 
mentary  estimates  to  a  total  of  £12,141  under  Public  Works 
Extraordinary  were  passed  later  in  the  year,  which  included 
£1,110  for  special  building  repairs  necessitated  by  the  curtail¬ 
ment  over  several  years  of  expenditure  on  maintenance.  As 
the  building  season  was  then  far  advanced,  only  a  beginning 
could  be  made  with  most  of  the  capital  works  thus  provided 
for,  which  included:  — 

Continuation  of  the  sanitation  scheme  in  Zomba. 

Completion,  by  adding  an  upper  storey,  of  one  of  the 
main  blocks  of  the  Central  Prison,  Zomba. 

Three  new  houses,  a  new  prison  and  an  office  and 
laboratory  at  Lilongwe  for  the  Veterinary  Department. 
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A  post-office,  quarters  for  an  Asiatic  customs  clerk  and 
native  staff  quarters  at  Salima. 

A  hangar  at  Zomba  aerodrome. 

Permanent  bridging  on  the  main  north  road  (first 
instalment) . 

Mosquito-proofing  of  quarters  at  Lake  Stations  and  Port 
Herald  (first  instalment) . 

Under  the  Colonial  Development  Fund  two  European  houses 
for  additional  staff  at  the  Jeanes  Training  Centre  were  begun 
and  twenty-four  huts  were  built  for  pupils. 

Under  the  guaranteed  loan  remanent  balances  totalling 
,£1,020  were  spent  on  various  items  of  road  construction  and 
improvement,  including  the  banking  of  the  lower  swampy 
sections  of  the  Lilongwe-Salima  road,  the  opening  of  a  seasonal 
road  to  serve  the  cotton  markets  between  Belila  and  Chipoka 
and  the  location  and  commencement  of  a  new  all-weather  road 
from  Likwenu  to  Namwera  via  Kawinga.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  year  approval  was  received  for  the  expenditure  of  a  further 
,£16,300  from  the  loan  on  road  construction  but  the  season 
was  too  far  advanced  for  work  to  be  undertaken. 

The  rise  in  the  mean  level  of  Lake  Nyasa  caused  an  increased 
flow  in  the  Shire  River  which  made  it  necessary  to  replace  the 
low-level  drift  at  Kambalame  on  the  Blantyre-Tete-Salisbury 
road  by  a  high-level  bridge.  £1,100  for  this  was  provided  under 
Public  Works  Extraordinary  and  the  new  bridge,  begun  in 
August,  was  nearly  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

From  the  same  cause  the  Liwonde  Bridge  on  the  main  north 
road  from  Zomba  was  choked  by  floating  sudd  and  partially 
demolished  and  a  ferry  service  had  to  be  installed  pending 
the  reconstruction  of  the  bridge. 


XML— JUSTICE,  POLICE  AND  PRISONS. 

Justice. 

The  courts  of  the  Protectorate  consist  of  the  High  Court  with 
jurisdiction  over  all  persons  and  over  all  matters  in  the  Protec¬ 
torate,  and  courts  subordinate  thereto.  There  are  also  native 
courts,  which  are  supervised  by  the  Provincial  Commissioners. 

Subordinate  courts  are  nominally  of  the  first,  second  and  third 
class  with  differentiated  powers  of  trial  of  natives  and  non¬ 
natives,  the  trial  of  non-natives  being  reserved  in  certain  matters 
to  courts  of  the  first  and  second  classes. 

There  is,  however,  at  present  no  court  of  the  first  class  as 
Provincial  Commissioners  do  not  hold  warrants  as  Magistrates 
and  the  court  of  the  first  class  presided  over  by  a  Town 
Magistrate  no  longer  sits,  as  the  post  was  abolished  for  reasons 
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of  economy.  The  second  and  third  class  courts  are  presided 
over  by  the  District  and  Assistant  District  Commissioners  of 
each  district. 

The  Criminal  Procedure  Code  confers  a  limited  jurisdiction 
on  first  and  second  class  courts  over  Europeans  and  Non- 
Natives,  the  sentences  which  may  be  imposed  upon  these  two 
classes  by  a  court  of  the  second  class  being  limited  to  six 
months. 

The  graver  crimes  are  tried  by  the  High  Court  after  a  pre¬ 
liminary  inquiry  before  a  court  of  the  second  or  third  class. 

Subordinate  courts  of  the  first  and  second  class  may  try 
natives  for  any  offence  under  the  Penal  Code  or  any  other  law, 
other  than  treason  or  misprision  of  treason,  but  any  sentence 
of  more  than  six  months ’  imprisonment  is  subject  to  confirma¬ 
tion  by  the  High  Court. 

Subordinate  courts  have  the  power  to  commit  serious  cases 
for  trial  to  the  High  Court  and  this  is  being  done  to  an  increas¬ 
ing  extent  in  the  case  of  murder. 

In  murder  and  manslaughter  cases  tried  by  magistrates  the 
procedure  laid  down  in  section  202  of  the  Procedure  Code  may 
be  adopted.  The  magistrate  sits  with  three  native  assessors  and 
a  preliminary  inquiry  is  generally  dispensed  with.  Before  the 
accused  can  be  found  guilty  or  not  guilty  the  magistrate  must 
forward  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  to  the  Attorney-General  with 
a  memorandum  setting  forth  the  opinions  of  the  assessors  and 
his  conclusions.  The  Attorney-General  may  direct  that  further 
evidence  be  taken  or  that  the  case  be  transferred  to  the  High 
Court  for  trial.  If  satisfied  with  the  trial  in  the  subordinate 
court  he  submits  a  copy  of  the  record  to  the  High  Court  together 
with  a  memorandum  of  his  conclusions.  The  High  Court  can 
then  give  such  directions  as  it  considers  necessary  and  finally  if 
it  is  “  satisfied  that  the  evidence  so  permits  shall  direct  the 
magistrate  to  enter  a  finding  of  not  guilty  and  to  discharge  the 
accused  from  custody  or  to  enter  a  finding  of  guilty  and  pass 
sentence  accordingly."  Every  such  sentence  is  subject  to  con¬ 
firmation  by  the  Judge.  When  sentence  of  death  is  passed  the 
accused  must  be  informed  of  his  right  to  appeal  to  His  Majesty's 
Court  of  Appeal  for  Eastern  Africa  within  thirty  days. 

This  procedure  forms  an  exception  to  the  procedure  adopted 
in  the  other  territories  under  the  Court  of  Appeal  and  is  falling 
into  disuse,  more  than  80  per  cent,  of  the  murder  cases  recently 
having  been  tried  by  the  High  Court  after  preliminary  inquiry. 

In  civil  matters,  courts  of  the  first,  second  and  third  class 
have  jurisdiction  over  Europeans  and  Asiatics  in  all  matters  in 
which  the  amount  or  value  in  dispute  does  not  exceed  ^100, 
£50  or  £25  respectively.  “  Courts  of  the  first  and  second  class 
may  subject  to  the  provisions  of  article  20  of  the  British  Central 
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Africa  Order  in  Council,  1902,  try  any  native  civil  case  and 
courts  of  the  third  class  may  subject  as  above  and  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  section  13  (of  the  Courts  Ordinance — Cap.  3 
R.L.N.)  try  any  such  case.”  Section  13  reserves  certain  cases 
“  of  such  importance  as  not  to  fall  under  the  head  of  mere 
district  discipline  ”  to  courts  of  the  first  or  second  class  or  the 
High  Court,  unless  the  Governor  shall  otherwise  direct. 

Native  courts  were  established  in  1933  to  exercise  over  natives 
such  jurisdiction  as  the  Governor  may  by  warrant  under  his 
hand  authorize  a  Provincial  Commissioner  by  his  warrant  to 
confer  upon  the  court.  Certain  territorial  limits  are  set  by  the 
Ordinance  and  certain  subjects  are  reserved  to  other  courts. 
For  offences  against  native  law  and  custom  they  may  impose  a 
fine  or  may  order  imprisonment  or  corporal  punishment  ”  or 
may  inflict  any  punishment  authorized  by  native  law  or  custom, 
provided  that  such  punishment  is  not  repugnant  to  natural 
justice  and  humanity  and  the  fine  or  other  punishment  shall  in 
no  case  be  excessive  but  shall  always  be  proportioned  to  the 
nature  and  circumstances  of  the  case.” 

The  High  Court  may  call  for  the  records  of  all  courts  subordi¬ 
nate  to  itself  to  satisfy  itself  as  to  the  legality  and  propriety  of 
the  proceedings  and  sentence. 

Records  of  the  Native  courts  are  similarly  dealt  with  by  District 
Commissioners.  Native  courts  are  not  under  the  supervision  of 
the  High  Court  but  of  the  Provincial  Commissioners. 

Appeals  lie  from  subordinate  courts  to  the  High  Court  (except 
in  cases  tried  under  the  provisions  of  section  202  of  the  Criminal 
Procedure  Code  when  the  appeal  is  to  His  Majesty’s  Court  of 
Appeal  for  Eastern  Africa) . 

Appeals  from  Native  courts  lie  to  the  District  Commissioners, 
Provincial  Commissioners  and  ultimately  to  the  Judge  of  the 
High  Court. 

The  Judge  arranges  circuits  at  convenient  times  and  so  far  as 
is  possible  fixes  the  venue  in  or  near  the  district  in  which  the 
alleged  crime  has  been  committed.  He  also  inspects  the  court 
books  and  files  of  subordinate  courts  and  discusses  points  of  law 
arising  out  of  the  cases  tried  by  magistrates.  He  is  ex  officio 
Visiting  Justice  of  the  Central  and  District  prisons  of  the 
Protectorate. 


Police. 

The  Nyasaland  Police  Force  was  reorganized  in  1920  and  the 
present  establishment  consists  of  13  European  Officers  (in¬ 
cluding  a  Commissioner),  two  European  Inspectors,  three 
Asiatic  Inspectors  and  499  African  ranks. 

Although  essentially  a  Civil  Force,  all  the  rank  and  file  are 
armed  with  S.M.L.E.  rifles  and  in  time  of  war  the  Force  is 
liable  to  be  called  up  to  serve  with  regular  troops. 
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The  Headquarters  in  Zomba  comprise  a  Training  Depot, 
Criminal  Investigation  Department,  Finger  Print  Bureau, 
Immigration  Department,  Passport  Office  and  Registry  of  Motor 
Vehicles. 

Owing  to  the  limited  European  staff  professional  police  officers 
are  in  charge  of  units  in  the  more  settled  areas  of  the  Southern 
Province  only.  In  other  places  the  District  Commissioners  are 
in  command  of  the  police  posts  in  their  respective  districts. 

In  the  areas  where  police  officers  are  in  charge  statistics  of 
crime  are  recorded  in  detail.  During  1936  the  number  of  cases 
dealt  with  by  the  police  in  such  areas  was  2,864  as  against  2,754 
in  the  previous  year,  an  increase  of  no.  Offences  against  the 
person  numbered  230  or  8*o  per  cent,  of  the  total  cases  re¬ 
ported,  while  offences  against  property  were  856  or  29*89  per 
cent. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  a  decrease  of  190  in  the  number  of 
offences  against  property  as  compared  with  1935  figures.  The 
decrease  is  attributed  to  the  efficient  system  of  night  patrols  in 
the  various  townships  and  to  the  fact  that  a  number  of  notorious 
burglars  and  incorrigible  thieves  are  still  serving  previously 
awarded  prison  sentences.  This  decrease  reflected  a  most  satis¬ 
factory  fall  in  the  value  of  property  reported  stolen.  Whereas 
the  value  of  property  reported  stolen  during  1935  was  ,£2,023, 
the  corresponding  value  for  1936  was  /X110  only,  a  decrease 

of  £913- 

Of  the  amount  stolen  (£1,1 10) ,  property  to  the  value  of  £393, 
representing  35*4  per  cent.,  was  recovered. 

The  number  of  true  cases  of  murder  was  14  against  22  in  the 
previous  year. 


Prisons. 

The  established  prisons  comprise  a  Central  Prison  at  Zomba, 
19  district  prisons  situated  at  the  headquarters  of  each 
administrative  district  and  temporary  prisons  at  Chileka  Aero¬ 
drome  in  the  Blantyre  District  and  at  Mkulas  in  the  Upper 
Shire  district.  The  Central  Prison  is  for  the  reception  of  Euro¬ 
peans,  Asiatics,  long-sentence  Africans  and  recidivists.  The 
other  prisons  are  for  short-sentence  non-recidivist  Africans. 

The  Central  Prison  is  supervised  by  a  European  Superin¬ 
tendent  with  a  Deputy  Superintendent  and  a  Gaoler  to  assist 
him.  The  warder  staff  is  composed  of  Africans.  The  European 
accommodation  consists  of  a  section  of  five  single  cells.  The 
African  section  consists  of  two  blocks,  one  of  which  contains 
28  wards,  12  to  accommodate  eight  prisoners  each  and  16 
wards  with  a  capacity  for  12  convicts  each.  The  second 
block  contains  50  single  cells.  Within  the  main  walls 
there  is  a  hospital  section.  Without  the  walls  there  are 
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isolated  sections  consisting  of  one  association  ward  with  four 
cells  for  venereal  cases,  one  association  ward  with  four  cells 
for  lepers  and  two  association  wards  with  four  cells  for  infectious 
cases.  In  addition  there  are  two  wards  for  newly  arrived 
prisoners.  The  female  section  contains  one  ward  and  four  cells. 
Male  adult  prisoners  are  classified  as  follows :  — 

Section  I. — Prisoners  sentenced  to  imprisonment  with  or 
without  hard  labour  for  a  term  of  three  years  and  upwards. 

Section  II. — Prisoners  sentenced  to  imprisonment  with  or 
without  hard  labour  for  a  term  of  less  than  three  years. 

Prisoners  in  each  section  are  graded  as  follows  according 
to  their  character  and  antecedents  so  far  as  can  be 
ascertained :  — 

Grade  A. — Not  previously  convicted  for  serious 
crime  and  not  habitually  criminal. 

Grade  B. — Previously  so  convicted  or  habitually 
criminal  and  of  corrupt  habits  (recidivist  grade) . 

Accommodation  is  now  being  provided,  which,  when  com¬ 
pleted,  will  permit  of  prisoners  in  A  and  B  grades  being  kept  in 
separate  blocks  of  the  prison. 

Technical  training  is  given  in  the  prison  workshops.  Trades 
include  carpentry,  tinsmithery,  tailoring,  weaving,  etc. 

District  prisons  of  the  older  type  mostly  consist  of  associa¬ 
tion  wards,  but  all  new  constructions  are  being  put  up  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  standard  plan  on  modern  lines.  These  prisons  are  under 
the  supervision  of  Administrative  Officers  or  Officers  of  Police. 
African  warders  or  policemen  form  the  African  staff. 

The  number  of  admissions  to  prisons  during  1936,  compared 
with  that  of  1935,  was:  — 


European  males  . . . 

1935- 

1 

1936. 

5 

Asiatic  males 

7 

2 

Coloured  males  . . . 

1 

0 

African  males 

4,859 

4,810 

Afric.  n  females  . . . 

47 

82 

4.915  4.9  5 


The  daily  average  number  of  persons  in  all  prisons  during 
1936  was  901  •  47  as  against  980  •  25  for  the  previous  year. 

The  general  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  very  good. 
Although  the  total  number  of  admissions  was  only  10  less  than 
in  the  previous  year  the  number  of  persons  admitted  to  hospital 
decreased  by  145  and  the  daily  average  on  the  sick  list  by  11-62. 
The  total  number  of  deaths  was  9  as  compared  with  14  in  1935. 
The  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  total  prison  population  was 
only  1-03.  Five  executions  were  caried  out  in  1936. 
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XIV.— LEGISLATION. 

The  following  is  a  resume  of  the  more  important  legislation 
enacted  during  the  year  1936:  — 

No.  2.  The  Savings  Bank  Ordinance,  1936,  gives  effect  to  the 
recommendations  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  working 
of  Savings  Bank  legislation  in  the  dependencies  and  is  promul¬ 
gated  with  a  view  to  uniformity  of  system  throughout  those 
dependencies. 

The  Savings  Bank  Rules,  1936  (Government  Notice  No.  50 
of  1936)  provide  generally  for  carrying  the  Ordinance  into  effect. 

No.  3.  The  Medical  Practitioners  and  Dentists  (. Amendment ) 
Ordinance,  1936,  makes  provision  for  the  registration  and  certifi¬ 
cation  of  native  midwives. 

No.  4.  The  Motor  Traffic  (. Amendment )  Ordinance,  1936, 
gives  effect  to  certain  minor  amendments  to  the  Motor  Traffic 
Ordinance,  1934,  which  experience  has  shown  to  be  desirable. 
The  policy  of  co-ordination  of  road  and  rail  traffic  is  in  no  way 
affected  by  the  amendments. 

No.  9.  The  Cotton  (. Amendment )  Ordinance,  1936,  is  designed 
mainly  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Government  Notice  No.  19  of  1936  sets  out  the  fees  to  be 
charged  for  cotton  buying  licences  and  the  Cotton  Rules,  1936 
(Government  Notice  No.  20  of  1936)  sets  forth  the  conditions 
under  which  raw  cotton  may  be  purchased  by  licensed  buyers. 

No.  10.  The  Flue-Cured  Tobacco  Marketing  Ordinance,  1936, 
was  introduced  at  the  request  of  the  Nyasaland  Tobacco  Associa¬ 
tion  and  has  for  its  object  the  control  of  marketing  of  all  flue- 
cured  tobacco.  Provision  is  made  for  the  formation  of  a 
Tobacco  Control  Board  with  power  to  establish  and  control  a 
tobacco  pool. 

No.  16.  The  Employment  of  Women  Ordinance,  1936,  pro¬ 
hibits  the  employment  of  women  underground  in  mines. 

No.  18.  The  Penal  Code  ( Amendment )  Ordinance,  1936,  re¬ 
peals  the  Seditious  Publications  (Prohibition)  Ordinance  (Cap.  25 
of  the  Laws)  and  incorporates  the  provisions  of  that  Ordinance 
in  the  Penal  Code.  Owing  to  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords 
in  “  Woolmington  versus  the  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions  ” 
it  became  necessary  to  repeal  section  172  of  the  Code. 

No.  20.  The  United  Kingdom  Designs  (Protection)  Ordinance, 
1936,  repeals  the  Registration  of  Designs  Ordinance  (Cap.  94  of 
the  Laws)  which  provided  for  local  registration,  on  payment  of 
fees,  of  designs  registered  in  the  United  Kingdom.  This  Ordi¬ 
nance  affords  to  the  proprietors  of  designs  registered  in  the 
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United  Kingdom  the  same  rights  and  privileges  in  the  Protec¬ 
torate  as  they  enjoy  in  the  United  Kingdom,  without  local 
registration. 

No.  21.  The  Tea  Cess  ( Amendment )  Ordinance ,  1936,  in¬ 
creases  from  sixpence  to  one  shilling  the  maximum  amount  of 
cess  that  may  be  levied  under  the  principal  Ordinance.  It  was 
introduced  at  the  request  of  the  Nyasaland  Tea  Association. 
Government  Notice  No.  87  of  1936  provides  for  a  levy  of  ten- 
pence  per  100  lb.  of  tea  exported. 

No.  26.  The  Native  Hut  Poll  Tax  (. Amendment )  Ordinance, 
1936,  empowers  the  Governor  to  pay  to  the  Government  of  any 
adjacent  territory  the  tax  collected  within  the  Protectorate  from 
natives  of  that  territory,  if  a  similar  arrangement  in  respect  of 
Protectorate  natives  is  in  force  in  that  territory. 

No.  27*  The  Credit  Trade  with  Natives  ( Amendment ) 
Ordinance,  1936,  gives  effect  to  a  recommendation  of  the 
Nyasaland  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  increase  of  the  amount 
of  credit  which  may  legally  be  given  by  non-natives  to  natives 
from  £1  to  ^10. 

No.  28.  The  Game  ( Amendment )  Ordinance,  1936,  makes 
provision  for  the  appointment  of  a  Trout  Fishing  Board  and 
vests  the  control  of  fishing  for  and  acclimatisation  of  trout  in 
such  Board. 

The  Air  Navigation  ( Colonies ,  Protectorates  and  Mandated 
Territories)  Order,  1927  (Government  Notice  No.  43  of  1936), 
consolidates  the  various  Air  Navigation  Orders  which  have 
been  applied  to  the  Protectorate  from  time  to  time. 

The  Customs  Ordinance  (Cap.  47). — Government  Notices 
Nos.  24  and  81  of  1936  amend  Schedule  I  to  the  Ordinance,  and 
Government  Notice  No.  71  of  1936  prohibits  the  export  of  arms, 
aeroplanes  and  war  materials  to  Spain. 

The  Prison  Rules,  1936  (Government  Notice  No.  34  of  1936), 
are  up  to  date  rules  providing  for  the  better  administration  of 
prisons  and  matters  incidental  thereto  within  the  Protectorate. 

The  Legal  Practitioners  (. Amendment )  Rules,  1936  (Govern¬ 
ment  Notice  No.  39  of  1936),  enable  the  Judge  of  the  High 
Court  to  admit  any  person  to  plead  before  the  High  Court  and 
before  Subordinate  Courts  on  behalf  of  a  native  defendant  in 
any  particular  criminal  cause  or  matter. 

XV.— PUBLIC  FINANCE  AND  TAXATION. 
Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

The  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  past  three  years  was  as 
follows :  — 

Revenue  Expendituve 

560,552  57U674 

648,844  622,874 

798,426  754,217 


1934 

1935 

1936 


NYASALAND,  1936  57 

Loans  in  aid  of  the  Trans-Zambezia  Railway  Annuities,  and 
grants  from  the  Colonial  Development  Fund  are  included  under 
revenue,  while  under  expenditure  are  also  included  disburse¬ 
ments  in  respect  of  the  same  services. 

Public  Debt. 

The  public  debt  of  the  Protectorate  on  31st  December,  1936, 
amounted  to  £5,198,122  made  up  as  follows:  — 


£ 

Redemption  of  Railway  Subsidy  Lands  ...  ...  ...  118,968 

East  Africa  Protectorates  Loan,  19 1 5-1 920  ...  ...  36,634 

Trans-Zambezia  Railway  Guarantee  and  Annuities  ...  1,472,520 

Nyasaland  4^  per  cent.  Guaranteed  Loan  ...  ...  2,000,000 

Nyasaland  3  percent.  Guaranteed  Loan  ...  ...  1,570,000 


Total  ...  ...  £5, 198,122 


Taxation. 

The  main  heads  of  taxation,  together  with  their  yields, 
were :  — 


£ 

Customs  and  Road  and  River  Dues  ...  159,979 

Hut  Taxes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  131,608 

Income  Tax  ...  ...  ...  ...  23,809 

Non-Native  Poll  Tax  ...  ...  ...  3,850 

Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26,343 


Customs. 

Duties  are  imposed  under  the  Customs  Ordinance,  1906,  and 
during  1936  they  were  distributed  as  under:  — 

Import  Duty: — 

Table  1. — Specified  duties  on  motor  vehicles:  matches, 
cement,  wines  and  spirits,  soap,  ales,  beers,  tobacco, 
umbrellas,  cotton  piece-goods,  etc. 

Table  2. — 33  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  second-hand 
clothing  and  perfumed  spirits. 

Table  3. — 28  per  cent,  on  luxury  articles,  e.g.,  firearms, 
jewellery,  silks,  etc. 

Table  4. — 13  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  necessities  and 
articles  of  common  use,  e.g.,  provisions,  etc. 

Table  5. — 20  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  articles  not  other¬ 
wise  specifically  charged  under  other  Tables. 

Table  6. — 3  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  articles  of  an 
industrial  nature,  e.g.,  machinery,  packing  materials,  etc. 


Hut  Tax. 

A  hut  tax  of  6s.,  if  paid  before  the  end  of  September  in  each 
year,  and  9s.  if  paid  thereafter,  is  payable  by  every  native 
owning  or  occupying  a  hut.  The  tax  is  payable  in  respect  of 
each  hut  owned.  Exemption  is  granted  in  respect  of  widows 
and  any  other  person  who  on  account  of  age,  disease  or  other 
physical  disability  is  unable  to  find  the  means  wherewith  to 
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pay  the  tax.  District  Commissioners  may  also,  subject  to  the 
general  or  special  directions  of  the  Governor,  exempt  from  the 
payment  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  tax  any  person  who 
produces  satisfactory  evidence  that  owing  to  economic  conditions 
he  is  unable  to  pay. 

Every  adult  male  native  who  is  not  liable  to  pay  hut  tax  must 
pay  a  poll  tax  equivalent  to  the  tax  on  one  hut. 

Employers  of  natives  who  have  entered  the  Protectorate  from 
other  territories  are  required  to  pay  tax  on  their  behalf  at  the 
rate  of  one-twelfth  of  the  total  tax  a  month,  and  may  recover 
the  sums  thus  paid  from  their  employees. 

Native  visitors  who  do  not  obtain  employment  are  exempt 
from  poll  tax. 

Income  Tax. 

Every  non-native  adult  male  is  required  to  pay  income  tax 
as  imposed  by  the  Income  Tax  Ordinance,  1925,  as  amended, 
subject  to  certain  abatements  and  allowances. 

No  tax  is  payable  on  incomes  of  £300  and  under  and,  in  the 
case  of  a  married  man,  on  ^600  and  under.  There  are  also 
allowances  for  children  and  insurance.  Companies  are  taxed 
at  the  rate  of  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  subject  to  relief  in  respect  of 
double  Empire  tax. 

A  poll  tax  of  £2  is  imposed  on  every  adult  non-native  male 
by  the  Non-Native  Poll  Tax  Ordinance  of  1928. 

Licences. 

These  are  imposed  under  various  ordinances  and  consist  of 
the  following,  the  collection  during  1936  being  shown  against 


Arms  and  Ammunition  ...  ...  ...  844 

Bankers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

Bicycles  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  .1  1,855 

Bonded  warehouse  ...  ...  ...  60 

Game  .  343 

Hawkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Liquor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  674 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  445 

Tobacco  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,279 

Trading  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,088 

Dog  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  162 

Trout  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Motor  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,55 o 


XVI. — MISCELLANEOUS. 

Lands  and  Survey. 

The  demand  for  land  during  1936  was  greater  than  that  of  the 
previous  year.  Sixteen  leases  of  a  total  acreage  of  4,692  acres 
were  registered  as  compared  with  three  leases  totalling  2,020 
acres  in  1935  and  nine  leases  totalling  1,454  acres  in  1934. 


NYASALAND,  1936  59 

Five  long  term  leases  of  a  total  of  5,690  acres  were  registered, 
these  being  conversions  from  short  term  leases  granted  under  the 
old  Crown  Lands  Ordinance. 

Sixteen  leases  of  a  total  of  6,385  acres  were  determined  by- 
surrender,  expiry  or  re-entry,  but  of  these  four  leases  of  a  total 
of  1,366  acres  were  surrendered  in  connection  with  the  con¬ 
versions  referred  to  above. 

Ninety-six  yearly  tenancy  agreements  for  trading,  tobacco 
buying  plots,  etc.,  were  issued  and  44  tenancies  were  cancelled 
as  compared  with  140  tenancies  issued  and  51  cancellations  in 
the  previous  year. 

Twenty-six  surveys  aggregating  5,469  acres  were  completed 
during  the  year. 

The  Nyasaland  Protectorate  ( Native  Trust  Land )  Order  in 
Council,  1936  ( Government  Notice  No.  25  of  1936),  provides  that 
there  shall  be  no  further  alienations  of  land  in  fee  simple.  All 
land  not  already  alienated  is  native  trust  land  and  this  land  is 
vested  in  the  Secretary  of  State  and  is  administered  by  the 
Governor  for  the  direct  or  indirect  benefit  of  the  natives  of  the 
Protectorate.  Native  trust  land  may  be  the  subject  of  rights  of 
occupancy,  but  the  Native  Authority  of  the  area  is  first  consulted 
and  the  proceeds  of  such  a  right  is  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the 
Native  Authority  or  into  a  central  fund  for  the  purpose  of  making 
grants  to  such  treasuries.  Certain  articles  of  the  Order  in 
Council  relate  to  minerals  and  make  provision  for  the  disposal 
of  royalties  received  from  minerals  won  on  native  trust  land. 

Mining. 

The  interest  in  gold  prospecting  remained  dull,  only  ten  pros¬ 
pecting  licences  being  issued  as  compared  with  20  in  1935. 
No  discoveries  of  any  importance  were  reported.  The  local 
banks  handled  21-02  ounces  of  gold. 

Immigration. 

The  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police  is  the  Principal  Immigration 
Officer.  To  him  all  other  Officers  and  Inspectors  of  Police, 
as  well  as  certain  District  Commissioners  and  Customs  Officers 
are  assistants. 

The  ports  of  entry  are  Port  Herald,  Chileka,  Fort  Manning, 
Fort  Johnston,  Karonga,  Mzimba,  Dedza,  Ncheu,  Chikwawa 
and  Mlanje. 

All  persons  arriving  in  the  Protectorate  must  report  to  an 
immigration  officer  and  satisfy  him  that  they  are  not  prohibited 
immigrants.  They  should  be  in  possession  of  passports  or  other 
documentary  evidence  of  identity  and  nationality. 

Entry  is  restricted  in  the  case  of  persons  convicted  of  serious 
crime;  those  suffering  from  infectious,  contagious  or  mental 
disease,  those  likely  to  be  dangerous  to  peace  and  good  order, 
or  likely  to  become  a  burden  upon  public  funds. 
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Persons  in  the  following  categories,  if  known  to  an  immigra¬ 
tion  officer  or  if  their  identity  is  otherwise  established,  are 
allowed  to  proceed  without  further  formality:  — 

Members  of  His  Majesty's  regular  naval  or  military  forces; 
persons  accredited  to  the  Protectorate  by  or  under  the  authority 
of  the  Imperial  or  of  any  foreign  government ;  persons  domiciled 
in  the  Protectorate  and  not  otherwise  prohibited  from  entry;  the 
wives  and  children  of  such  persons. 

Other  non-native  immigrants  must  be  prepared  to  make  a 
deposit  of  £100  or  to  produce  some  other  acceptable  security 
from  a  person  known  to  be  of  sound  financial  standing.  This 
policy  is  strictly  followed  when  dealing  with  persons  who  appear 
to  be  in  an  impecunious  position  and  who  may  be  liable  to 
become  a  public  charge.  Visitors  who  arrive  for  a  temporary 
stay  are  caused  a  minimum  of  inconvenience. 

The  number  of  non-native  persons,  including  returning  resi¬ 
dents  and  persons  in  transit,  who  entered  the  Protectorate  during 
each  of  the  past  five  years,  is  set  out  as  follows:  — 


1932. 

1933 •  1934 ■ 

1935 ■ 

1936. 

Europeans 

...  3,149 

3,507  3,474 

3,98o 

3,759 

Asiatics. . . 

928 

1,295  L342 

1,084 

1,013 

During  1936 

the  methods  of  transport 

which 

immigrants 

arriving  in  the  Protectorate  adopted  were :  - 

By  Air. 

By  Rail.  By  Road. 

By  Water. 

Europeans 

352 

932 

2,473 

2 

Asiatics 

— 

383 

626 

4 

Publicity. 

The  Publicity  Committee  is  appointed  by  the  Governor  and 
consists  of  an  official  Director  and  eight  unofficial  members  who 
serve  voluntarily. 

The  sum  normally  voted  for  publicity  puposes  is  £800  per 
annum.  During  the  year  1936,  however,  this  sum  was  increased 
by  £400  to  ,£1,200  and  again  by  special  warrant  to  £1,585. 
To  this  sum  again  there  were  added  public  subscriptions  amount- 
ing  to  £345  5s. 

There  were  two  events  of  outstanding  importance  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  Nyasaland  tourism  during  the  year,  the  first  being 
Nyasaland' s  participation  in  the  Empire  Exhibition  at 
Johannesburg  and  the  second,  the  part  taken  by  this  country 
in  the  motor  road  race  from  Nairobi,  Kenya,  to  Johannesburg. 
The  additional  sums  voted  by  Government  and  subscribed  by 
the  public  were  required  to  meet  the  expenditure  thereby 
incurred. 

A  revised  edition  of  the  brochure,  Nyasaland  Calling ,  number¬ 
ing  10,000  copies,  was  printed,  mainly  for  distribution  at  the 
Empire  Exhibition. 
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Other  propaganda  activities  of  the  Publicity  Bureau  during 
the  year  included  the  writing  of  illustrated  articles  for  publica¬ 
tion  in  certain  South  African,  Southern  Rhodesian  and  Beira 
newspapers,  the  Field  and  special  issues  of  The  Times  and  Crown 
Colonist.  A  combined  enquiry  bureau  and  tourists'  rest  room 
was  opened  in  Blantyre. 

The  rest  houses  provided  by  Government  at  Kasungu, 
Njakwa,  Mzimba  and  Fort  Hill  proved  very  popular  and  have 
been  reported  by  tourists  to  be  efficiently  managed  by  the 
natives  in  charge. 

The  number  of  European  visitors  to  Nyasaland  during  the 
last  five  years  is  as  follows:  — 


1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 


1,466 

1,622 

i,537 

1,929 

1,624 


The  Native  Welfare  Committee. 

The  Native  Welfare  Committee  was  appointed  in  July,  1935, 
to  keep  the  co-ordination  of  effort  in  welfare  work  under 
observation  and  to  advise  as  to  the  steps  which  should  be  taken 
in  the  direction  of  such  co-ordination.  Welfare  work  is  taken 
to  mean  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  of  the  native  by  general 
material  development  along  social,  economic  and  political 
lines. 

The  members  of  the  committee  are  the  heads  of  the  depart¬ 
ments  which  come  into  direct  contact  with  the  natives  in  their 
villages,  viz.,  the  Senior  Provincial  Commissioner,  the  Director 
of  Medical  Services,  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  the  Director  of 
Education  and  the  Conservator  of  Forests.  Its  functions  are 
advisory  rather  than  executive,  the  executive  functions  being 
exercised  by  members  in  their  capacity  as  heads  of  their 
respective  departments. 

During  1936  the  Committee  advised  on  a  great  many  subjects 
including  the  utilization  of  native  herds  in  the  Northern 
Province ;  nutrition  and  improved  housing  conditions  for 
natives;  co-operative  societies;  famine  measures;  conditions  of 
employment  of  native  labour  and  emigrant  labour.  Memo¬ 
randa  were  prepared  on  the  relationship  which  should  exist 
between  the  Administration,  the  Native  Authorities  and  depart¬ 
mental  officers  and  their  subordinate  staff  working  in  native 
areas;  the  principles  which  should  be  followed  when  services 
now  performed  on  behalf  of  the  natives  by  the  central  govern¬ 
ment  are  transferred  to  the  Native  Authorities;  the  scope  and 
nature  of  the  training  of  the  general  community  worker  now 
being  undertaken  at  the  Jeanes  school;  the  need  for  co-operation 
by  Native  Authorities  in  matters  concerning  the  control  of 
deforestation  and  general  land  usage  and  measures  for  soil 
conservation,  and  the  establishment  and  encouragement  of 
native  markets. 
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APPENDIX 

Government  Publications. 


Cost  of 

Title  of  Publication. 

Published 

Postage 

Where  obtainable. 

Price. 

to  U.K. 

Nyasaland  Government 

Gazette . 

(Subscription  to  the 

7s.  6d. 

is.  6d. 

Crown  Agents  for  the 

Government  Gazette 

per  annum. 

per  annum. 

Colonies,  4,  Millbank, 

includes  the  free  issue 

London. 

of  all  legislation  en¬ 

Government  Printer, 

acted  during  the  year.) 

Zomba. 

Blue  Book... 

5s.  od. 

do. 

Legislation. 

Revised  Laws  of  Nyasa¬ 

is.  6d. 

do. 

land  to  1933  (3  vols.). 

per  vol. 

per  vol. 

Orders  in  Council, 

7s.  6d. 

9d. 

do. 

Proclamations  and 
Government  Legisla- 
tive  Measures. 
Annual  1934. 

Ditto,  1935  . 

5s.  od. 

6d, 

do. 

Ditto,  1936 

7s.  6d. 

6d. 

do. 

Law  Reports,  Vol.  II, 

3s.  6d. 

3d- 

do. 

1927-1933. 

Annual  Departmental 

Reports. 

Agriculture 

2s.  6d. 

2d. 

do. 

Audit  ... 

is.  od. 

2d. 

do. 

Education 

2s.  6d. 

2d. 

do. 

Financial 

is.  od. 

2d. 

do. 

Forestry 

is.  od. 

2d. 

do. 

Geological  Survey 

is.  od. 

2d. 

do. 

Medical. 

4s.  od. 

2d. 

do. 

Native  Affairs  ... 

2s.  6d. 

2d. 

do. 

Police  ... 

is.  od. 

2d. 

do. 

Posts  and  Telegraphs... 

is.  od. 

2d. 

do. 

Prisons  ... 

is.  od. 

2d. 

do. 

Trade,  External 

2S.  6d. 

2d. 

do. 

Veterinary 

is.  od. 

2d. 

do. 

Agriculture. 

Tobacco  Culture 

3s.  6d. 

3d. 

Director  of  Agriculture, 

(Hornby) . 

Zomba. 

Handbook  on  Cotton 
and  Tobacco  Cultiva¬ 
tion  in  Nyasaland 
(McCall) . 

5s.  od. 

3d. 

Crown  Agents  for  the 
Colonies,  4,  Millbank, 
London. 

Government  Printer, 

Zomba. 

Report  on  Tea  Cultiva¬ 

2s.  6d. 

2d. 

do. 

tion  and  its  Develop¬ 
ment  in  Nyasaland 
(Mann) . 

Native  Agricultural 

6d. 

2d. 

do. 

Committee  Report, 
1930. 


NY  AS  ALAND,  1936 


Title  of  Publication. 

Bulletins  —  A  gronomic 
Series. 

No.  i — Tobacco  Culture 

No.  2 — Types  of  Nyasa- 
land-Grown  Tobacco. 

No.  3 — Studies  of  three 
important  soil  series 
of  Nyasaland. 

Bulletins  —  Entomological 
Series. 

No.  i — First  Report  on 
Pests  and  Diseases  of 
Tea  in  Nyasaland. 

No.  4 — Tea  Mosquito 
Bug  in  Nyasaland. 

No.  6— Locusts  and 
their  destruction. 

Bulletins  ( New  Series). 

*No.  7 — Proceedings  of 
the  First  and  Second 
Meetings  of  the  Ferti¬ 
lizers  Sub-Committee 
of  the  Nyasaland  To¬ 
bacco  Association. 

No.  8 — Citrus  Fruit 
Prospects  in  Nyasa¬ 
land. 

No.  9 — Climate  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Nyasaland. 

No.  io — Proceedings  of 
the  Third  Meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Agricul¬ 
ture. 

No.  ii — Denudation 
and  Soil  Erosion  in 
Nyasaland. 

No.  12 — The  Rices  of 
Northern  Nyasaland. 

No.  13 — A  Short  His¬ 
tory  of  Tea  Planting 
in  Nyasaland. 

No.  14 — T  e  a  Seed 
Management. 

Geology. 

The  Physiography, 
Geology  and  Mineral 
Resources  of  Nyasa¬ 
land. 


Cost  of 

Published  Postage 

Price.  to  U.K. 


3s.  6d. 
is.  od. 
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is.  od.  2d. 


Where  obtainable. 

Director  of  Agriculture, 
Zomba. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Director  of  Geological 
Survey,  Zomba. 


*  Bulletins  for  local  issue  only. 
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Title  of  Publication. 

Published 

Price. 

Cost  of 
Postage 
to  U.K. 

Where  obtainable. 

Bulletins. 

No.  3 — The  Limestone 
Resources  of  Nyasa¬ 
land. 

2S.  6d. 

3d. 

Director  of  Geological 
Survey,  Zomba. 

No.  4 — The  Portland 

Cement  clays  of  Lake 
Malombe. 

is.  od. 

2d. 

do. 

No.  5 — T  he  C  h  i  1  w  a 
Series  of  Southern 
Nyasaland. 

5s.  od. 

3d. 

do. 

Water-Supply  Papers. 

No.  3 — Weirs,  Dams, 

and  Reservoirs  for 
Estate  Purposes. 

rd 

0 

<73 

M 

2d. 

do. 

No.  4 — Water  -  Supply 
Conditions  of  country 
traversed  by  proposed 
Railway  Extension  to 
Lake  Nyasa  (1929). 

is.  od. 

2d. 

do. 

A  Practical  Handbook 

21s.  od. 

6d. 

do. 

of  Water  Supply 
(Dixey) . 


Various  papers  on  the  do. 

Geology,  Mineral  Re¬ 
sources,  and  Water 
Supply  of  Nyasaland. 

Handbook  of  Nyasaland...  5s.  od.  Crown  Agents  for  the 

Colonies,  4,  Millbank, 
London,  and  Govern¬ 
ment  Printer,  Nyasa¬ 
land. 


All  Publications  Post  Free  in  Nyasaland. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Reports,  etc.,  of  Imperial  and  Colonial  Interest 


IMPERIAL  CONFERENCE,  1937 

Summary  of  Proceedings  [Cmd.  5482]  is.  od.  (is.  id.) 

REGULATIONS  FOR  HIS  MAJESTY’S  COLONIAL  SERVICE 

Part  I. — Public  Officers  [Colonial  No.  88-1]  gd.  (iod.) 

Part  II. — Public  Business  [Colonial  No.  88-2]  is.  3d.  (is.  4d.) 

THE  COLONIAL  ADMINISTRATIVE  SERVICE  LIST 

(Including  the  Special  Regulations  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  for  the  Colonial  Administrative  Service,  and  a  Schedule  of  Offices 
as  at  1st  June,  1937) 

Third  Edition  [Colonial  No.  137]  2s.  6d.  (2s.  8d) 

THE  COLONIAL  MEDICAL  SERVICE  LIST 

(Including  the  Special  Regulations  by  the  Secretary,  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  for  the  Colonial  Medical  Service,  and  a  Schedule  of  Offices  revised 
to  August,  1937) 

Second  Edition  [Colonial  No.  140]  is.  3d.  (is.  5d.) 

THE  COLONIAL  LEGAL  SERVICE  LIST. 

(Including  the  Special  Regulations  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  for  the  Colonial  Legal  Service,  and  a  Schedule  of  Offices  as  at 
1st  August,  1937) 

Third  Edition  [Colonial  No.  138]  9d.  (iod.) 

THE  COLONIAL  AGRICULTURAL  SERVICE  LIST 

(Including  the  Special  Regulations  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  for  the  Colonial  Agricultural  Service,  and  a  Schedule  of  Offices 
revised  to  30th  November,  1936) 

First  Edition  [Colonial  No.  143]  is.  3d.  (is.  5d.) 

THE  COLONIAL  VETERINARY  SERVICE  LIST 

(Including  the  Special  Regulations  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  for  the  Colonial  Veterinary  Service,  and  a  Schedule  of  Offices) 

First  Edition  [Colonial  No.  132]  6d.  (7d.) 

THE  COLONIAL  FOREST  SERVICE  LIST 

(Including  the  Special  Regulations  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  for  the  Colonial  Forest  Service,  and  a  Schedule  of  Offices) 

First  Edition  [Colonial  No.  122]  6d.  (7d.) 

CONDITIONS  AND  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  THE  COLONIAL  EMPIRE 

A  Handbook  of  Information  supplied  by  Colonial  Governments 

Third  Edition,  1937  [Colonial  No.  136]  3s.  6d.  (3s.  9d.) 

PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS  OF  OFFICERS  IN  THE 
COLONIAL  SERVICE,  AND  COLONIAL  PROVIDENT  FUNDS 

Report  of  Committee  [Cmd.  5219]  is.  (is.  id.) 

LEAVE  AND  PASSAGE  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  COLONIAL  SERVICE 

Report  of  Committee  [Cmd.  4730]  9d.  (iod.) 

All  prices  are  net.  Those  in  brackets  include  postage 


Obtainable  from 

HIS  MAJESTY’S  STATIONERY  OFFICE 

LONDON,  W.C.2  :  Adastral  House,  Kingsway 
EDINBURGH  2  :  120,  George  Street  MANCHESTER!:  26,  York  Street 

CARDIFF  :  1,  St.  Andrew’s  Crescent  BELFAST  :  80,  Chichester  Street 

or  through  any  bookseller 


ADVERTISEMENT 


COLONIAL  ANNUAL 
REPORTS 

H.M.  Stationery  Office  publishes  the  Annual  Reports  on  the 
Social  and  Economic  Progress  of  the  Peoples  of  the  Colonies  and 
Protectorates,  most  of  which  contain  a  map  of  the  Dependency 
concerned.  More  than  40  Reports  appear  each  year  and  they 
are  supplied  at  the  Subscription  price  of  50s.  per  annum. 
(This  rate  does  not  includej^andate4  Territories.)  Individual 
Reports  may  also  be^^ffi|#asedCan|d  standing  orders  placed 

fgJnLtneir  annual  supply 
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BAHAMAS  '  ■  w 
BARBADOS  5 

BERMUDA 
BRITISH  GUIANA 
BRITISH  HONDURAS 
BRITISH  SOLOMON  ISLANDS 
PROTECTORATE 
BRUNEI,  STATE  OF 
CAYMAN  ISLANDS  (JAMAICA).. 

CEYLON 

HELENA 
ST.  LUCIA 


PROTECTORATE 
SLANDS 

DES 


NEW 

niger/i  4?. 

NOB  f  RHODESIA 

NYAS  ALAND 


CYPRUS 
FALKLAND  ISLANDS 
FEDERATED  MALAY  STATES 
FIJI 

THE  GAMBIA 
GIBRALTAR 

GILBERT  &  ELLICE  ISLANDS 

GOLD  COAST 

GRENADA 

HONG  KONG 

JAMAICA 

JOHORE 

KEDAH 

KELANTAN 


ST.  VINCENT 

SEYCHELLES 

SIERRA  LEONE 

SOMALILAND 

STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS 

TONGAN  ISLANDS 

PROTECTORATE 

TRENGGANU 
TRINIDAD  &  TOBAGO 
TURKS  &  CAICOS  ISLANDS 
UGANDA 

ZANZIBAR  PROTECTORATE 


BASUTOLAND 

BECHUANALAND 

PROTECTORATE 


SWAZILAND 


MANDATED  TERRITORIES 

Annual  Reports  are  published  on  the  undermentioned  territories 
administered  by  H.M.  Government  under  mandate  from  the 

League  of  Nations 


PALESTINE  AND  TRANS-JORDAN 
TANGANYIKA  TERRITORY 


CAMEROONS  under  British  Mandate 
TOGOLAND  under  British  Mandate 


Further  particulars  as  to  the  latest  reports  and  prices  are  obtainable 

from  the  Sale  Offices  of 

His  Majesty’s  Stationery  Office 


CROWN  AGENTS  FOR  THE  COLONIES 

Publications  issued  by  the  Governments  of  British  Colonies,  Protectorates,  and 
Mandated  Territories  can  be  obtained  from  the  Crown  Agents  for  the 
Colonies,  4,  Millbank,  Westminster,  S.W.i.  They  include  Departmental 

Reports,  Laws,  Handbooks,  etc. 
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